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THE CONVENT IN AISQUITH STREET—ESCAPE OF A NUN— 
THE DOCTRINE OF CELIBACY IN POPISH PRIESTS AND NUNS, 


On the opening of the Convent in Aisquith street, we repaired 
with a few who were moved by curiosity to see the inside of one 
of those buildings, that had excited so much attention in past 


ages. Our company consisted of four men, who were returning 


from the funeral of an old and enterprising citizen, two of them 
sea cuptains, who had for many years sailed to Papal countries, in 
which they had seen enough of the morals of the Roman Priest- 
hood, to form not a very favourable opinion, either of them.or of 
their religion. One of them, after we had gone through it, gave 
a history of one that he had seen torn down by a Papal community, 
and the exposition made within its walls and in an adjoining pond 
was such as we will not venture to describe. Another was surprized 
to think that an enlightened community would suffer such an insti- 
tution to be erected within its limits. After running hastily 
through the upper parts of the building, (for, if our memory serves 
us correctly, we were not invited to take a look at the cellar) we 
departed, and have never met since. 

At that time such was the rod of terror held over the Protestant 
part of the community, or any that would say any thing against 
Popery, that few dared to speak what they thought, lest it should 
come to the ears of a priest, and he or some of his Jay assistants 
shoul! give them trouble. The fears thus excited have kept back 
many from speaking their mind with reference to the convent, and 
checked rumors that would occasionally get afloat. Yet notwith- 
standing this constant dread of Papal indignation, and the watch- 
fulness of those having charge of the establishment, now and then 
a case slips out that takes wing and gets beyond the control of the 
Superiors. For example, as early as 1835, a man who was engag- 
ed in repairing a house in the neighbourhood of the Convent, 
reported that ‘‘he heard a noise like the lashing of a whip in the 
direction of the Convent, and when tuning around to see what was the 
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cause of the noise, saw through one of the windows, a man dressed in 
black, flogging a female with what he took to be a cowskin.” This 
rumour was published in a letter to the Archbishop calling his 
attention to the fact. In the same year the following statement 
portending awful doings within those sacred walls was published, 
certified to by six respectable citizens who heard the piercing 
screams that horrified their souls. 


STATEMENT. 


We whose names are subscribed hereto, declare and certify that on or about the —— day of —— 
1°3 —ahout nine o'clock at night, os we were returning home from a Meetin~ in the Methodist 
Protestant church, at the corner of Pitt and Aisquith streets; and when o ite the CaRMELITE 
Convent and school, in Aisquith street, our attention was suddenly arrested, by a LOUD SCREAM I8- 
SUING FROM THE UPFER sTORY OF THE CONVENT. The sound was that of a female voice, indi- 
cating great distress ; we stopt and heard a second scream; and then a third, in quick succession, 
accompanied with the cry of HELP! HELP! OH! LORD! HELP!! with the appearance of 
great effort. After this there was nothing more heard by us during the space of ten or fifteen 
minutes; we remained about that time on the pavement opposite the building from which the 
cries came. 

When the cries were first heard, no light was visible in the fourth story, from which the cries seemed 
to issue. After the cries, lights appeared in the second and third stories,—seeming to pass — 
from place to place, indicating haste and confusion. Finally all lights disappeared from the s 
and third stories, and the house hecame quiet. 

No one passed along the street where we stood, while we stood there. But one of our party was a 
man, and he advanced in life ; all the remainder of us were women. The watch was not set, as some 
of us heard nine o’clock cried, before we got home. 

Many of us have freely spoken of these things since their occvrrence—And now at the request of 
Messrs. B. and C. and M.,we give this statement, which we solemnly declare to be true; and sign it 
with our names. 

Joun Bruscup, 
LAVin«iA BROWN, 
Sopuia Bruscup, 
HANNAH LEAC8H, 
Sarau E. BAKER, 
EvizABETH POLK. 


Signed 


Bartimore, Marca 13th, 1835. 


CERTIFICATE OF THE MINISTER. 


This is to certify that John Bruscup, Hannah Leach, Sophia Bruscup, Lavinia Brown, and 
Sarah E. Baker, are acceptable members, of the Methodist Protestant Church of Pitt street sta- 
tion. 


Batt., Marca 13th, 1835. 


The publication of the above, though done by responsible indi- 
viduals who demanded an investigation, and peaceably awaited the 
issue, was met on the part of the Papal community, by threats of 
violence on the persons certifying, and of a prosecution on the con- 
ductors of this periodical for publishing. The violent and piercing 
cries of a female for help, and she incarcerated under priestly turn- 
keys, was enough to awaken the sympathy of every humane man. 
But those that would venture to make it known and say that they 
considered it a gross outrage on a female who could have no possible 
redress but from those without the Convent, they were the ones to 
be looked upon and treated as ruthless violators of the peace of 
these innocent victims. 

It is indeed idle for the Papal community, from the Archbishop 
to his sub-committee to prate about the spirit of those that would 
injure such acommunity. Let his honor explain the terrible affair 
published in May, 1835—let him spread out before this community 
such an explanation as will excuse the priest or priests in attend- 
ance, of a cruel and unmanly attack, not ‘‘upon the reputation 
and peaceful abode,” but upon the person of the incarcerated vic- 
tims, let him tell the cause of that shriek—that piteous cry—HELP— 


Signed WitiraM CoLtier, Sup’t. 
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HELP—OH—LORD—HELP!! Read that statement and answer who 
will, that it does not indicate violence toward some one of the mem- 
bers of that Convent from some one who had access within its 
walls. So plain and glaring was the fact that few pretended to 
deny it—and many of the Papists undertook to give explanations 
as to what it was,—but on this we have nothing to say at present. 

From the winding up of that affair things were pretty quiet 
about the Convent until a short time back a rumour got in circula- 
tion, that one of the nuns had escaped from the Convent—-for not- 
withstanding the enticing character of things in these institutions, 
there are persons now and then desirous of escaping. Suffice it 
to say, she escaped.—But ah, a priest, hungry for his prey, soon 
pounced upon her and brought her back. How severe the pen- 
ance she endured for her disobedience, none can tell. It would 
argue ignorance indeed of Papal tyranny and oppression to sup- 
pose it light. After-history tells us in the case of the escaped but 
re-captured nun, that it was ‘‘the usual penance.” But by-and-by 
there is another escape, from the same building, in which was seen 
the female castigated with what seemed a cowskin, by a man In 
black—from the same building in which was heard the cry for help. 
Yes another escape from it. The news reaches the ears of others 
in the neighborhood as soon as it does the watchful priesi. She 
enters a neighboring house claiming protection—PROTECTION FROM 
WHOM? From wrat? Who was it that had once seized and 
dragged her back to her dungeon? Who was it that so soon stood 
at the door demanding his victim, declaring that she should go 
back? A poor, helpless female, imprisoned contrary to her own 
will, and by those who have no legal right to restrain her liberty, 
after many efforts, succeeds in escaping from a prison, @ priest’s 


jail, in which she had been kept contrary to her will, contrary to 


the laws of the land. She pleads for protection, that she may not 
be compelled to go back again to her prison and her penance.— 
Times had changed. The nod of the priest did not make the 
officers of the law yield. He says she shall, but the arm of a 
Protestant officer of justice did not wither at his word. Thus far 
but no farther shalt thou go. 

The report of this escape spreads, and as ii goes, creates the 
flame that had well nigh been kindled aforetime. And the issue 
turns on the question, what shall be done? Where shall she go? 
The collected and indignant multitude declare that she shall not go 
back, but of her own free will. And the same sentiment has been 
uttered by every man in whose breast is the spirit of a freeman. 
They declare for the laws of the land that protect the lives and 
liberties of the meanest of its citizens. The priests—the Papal 
laity—and the editors of our daily newspapers (those guardians of 
liberty—those defenders of the oppressed,) join in the hue and 
cry, she is insane. Surely it was a mark of insanity, in that she 
was unwilling to remain ina prison under priests.—Sane or insane, 
what right does it givea priest to imprison her? [tis time to blush 
for our country’s character, when men who call themselves her 
sons are seen siding with those who are the sworn vassals of a 
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foreign tyrant,—who have been and are and will be enemies and 
oppressors of every one that will not yicld his power to the Beast. 

Some of the daily newspapers have opened their columns on 
this subject, to such an extent in behalf professedly of the institu- 
tion, but really in behalf of the priests, that their readers and sub- 
scribers have been fiiled with wonder. The whole history of this 
occurrence is full of interest to the community at large.—As citi- 
zens we should know the character of these institutions; why it 
is that they are founded with such care and defended with such 
zeal by the hierarchy of the church of Rome. The present time 
seems to demand a more thorough exposition of their history and 
of the doctrines connected with them, and if our readers will bear 
with us, we will endeavour to shew their character from the testi- 
mony of those who were in many cases eye witnesses of the sys- 
tem in its perfection. 

Convents and the celibacy of the Papal priesthood have gone 
hand in hand, and seem to be almost inseparable, so much so at 
least, that the most of those who contend for the Scripture doc- 
trine ‘‘that every bishop should have his own wife,’”? and ‘that 
marriage is honourable in all,’ so also contend against the clois- 
tering of nuns, and those on the other hand who plead for celibacy: 
plead for nunneries. 

‘The Roman Pontiff,” says Hume, ‘‘ who was making every 
day, great advances towards an absolute sovereignty over the eccle- 
siastics, perceived that the celibacy of the clergy alone could break 
off entirely their connexion with the civil power, and depriving 
them of every other object of ambition, engage them to promote, 
with increasing industry, the grandeur of their own order. He 
was sensible that so long as the monks were indulged in marriage, 
and permitted to rear families, they never could be subject to a 
strict discipline, or reduced to that slavery under their superiors, 
which was requisite to procure to the mandates, issued from Rome, 
a ready and zealous obedience. Celibacy, therefore, began to be 
extolled as the indispensable duty of Priests; and the Pope under- 
took to make all the clergy throughout the western world renounce 
at once the privilege of marriage.’’—chap. 11. 

‘Tt was a struggle,’’ says Hallam, “against the natural rights 
and strongest affections of mankind, which lasted for several ages, 
and succeeded only by the toleration of greater evils than it was 
intended to remove. The laity in general, took part against the 
married priests, who were reduced to infamy and want, or obliged 
to renounce their connexions. In many parts of Germany no 
ministers were left to perform divine services. But perhaps there 
was no country where the rules of celibacy met with as little at- 


tention as in England. It was acknowledged in the reign of 


Henry [. that the greater and better part of the clergy were mar- 
ried ; and that prince is said to have permitted them to retain their 
wives. But the hierarchy never relaxed in their efforts; and all 
the councils, general or provincial, of the twelfth century, utter 
denunciations against concubinary priests. After that age we do 
nut find them so frequently mentioned ; and the abuse by degrees, 
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though not suppressed, was reduced within limits at which the 
church might connive.”— Vol. 11. pages 249— 252. 

The course adopted was to teach the people that a single life 
was to be preferred to a married one. The words of the Cat. Coun. 
Trent, are, ‘Virginity is highly exalted and strongly recommended 
in Scripture as superior to marriage, as a state of greater perfection 
and holiness,’’—p. 304, and the holy Council of Trent, in Decree 
on Marriage‘ says, ‘‘Whoever shall affirm that the conjugal state is 
to be preferred to a life of virginity or celibacy, and that it is not 
more conducive to happiness to remain in virginity or celibacy— 
let him be accursed.’’—Sess. xxiv. Canon 10. 

W hen the sovereign pontiffs had succeeded in establishing the 
doctrine of the celibacy of the priests, and it had been thoroughly 
carried out in practice, the corruption that prevailed throughout 
the Papacy, beggars all description, and passes the conception of 
the most decided opponent of the Papal system. Alvarus Pela- 
gius, who was a Roman Catholic Bishop, at Silva, in Portugal, 
before the Protestant Reformation, says (De Planctu Eccl. Lib. 2, 
art. 27,) ‘‘ He wishes that the clergy had never vowed chastity, 
especially the clergy of Spain; wherein the sons of the laity were 
not much more numerous than the sons of the clergy.” 

Durandus junior Papal Bishop of Mimatum, in France, propos- 
ing means for the reformation of the church, ‘‘adviseth among 
other things, that it were ordered that public stews might not be 
kept near great churches, nor in the court of Rome next to the 
palace of the Pope, nor in other places near the houses of bish- 
ops.”—(De Modo Celebr. cone. gen. part 2, rubr. 10. 

John Gerson, a celebrated Papal writer, Chancellor of Paris and 
attendant upon the Council of Constance, declares ‘‘that either in- 
continent priests must be tolerated, or none can be had ; and there- 
fore that it were more convenient for the church, that concubines 
should be publicly permitted to the clergy, than that the laity should 
be forbidden to hear the mass of incontinent priests.”—(De Vita 
Spirit. Anime. Sect. 4, Cor. 14, prop. 3.) 

Nicholas De Clemangis, of Bayeux in France, a Papal Arch- 
Deacon, and cotemporary with Gerson, who lived in the fifteenth 
century, relates that ‘‘in many diocesses, the priests giving a set 
and determined price to their bishops, publicly and openly kept 
concubines’ —De Corrupt Eccl. statu. p. 15, §. 2,—and in Switzer. 
land says Sleidan, it was the custom in many cantons, in the times of 
popery, that whenever they received a new pastor, they obliged 
him to take a concubine, that he might not attempt the chastity of 
virgins and matrons,’’—Comm. ib. 3. 

Thuanus, in the 37th book of his history, says, ‘‘ that when Pius 
V. intended putting down the public stews, (in Rome,) the Senate 
instigated by the clergy, interceded with him not to abolish them, 
adding as a reason, that if he did, the chastity of their families 
would be endangered by the priests.”’ 

Claudius Espencaeus, says in his work, De Continentia, lib. 2, c. 4, 
‘‘so great was the corruption in Rome, under the licence given by 
Pope Sixtus, that the whole city is one brothel house.” —Urés est 


jam tota Lupanar. We might multiply quotations almost without 
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number, from Papal writers, who have told of the abominations 
consequent upon the establishment in the Papacy of the doctrine 
which is so emphatically described by the apostle Paul, in his | 
Ep. to Tim. iv. chap. 1 and 3 verses. ‘‘ Now the spirit speaketh ex- 
pressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving 
heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils: speaking lies in 
hypocrisy ; having their consciences seared with a hot iron: For- 
BIDDING TO MARRY, and commanding to ABSTAIN FROM MEATS.’ — 
This index which points with the certainty of the magnet, to the 
Papacy, is directly consequent upon the teaching, by the same 
apostle of the character of the persons that should be put in the 
othces of the church of Jesus Christ. —See ch. ii. L—153 serses. 

We now pass from the history of the priesthood since the estab- 
lishment of this doctrine to the teaching upon it by Papal author- 
ity. And to begin with the Council of Trent:—The ninth Canon 
of xxiv. sess., speaks as follows: ‘‘ Whosoever shall affirm, that 
persons in holy orders, or regulars, who have made a solemn pro- 
fession of chastity, may contract marriage, and that the contract is 
valid, notwithstanding any ecclesiastical law or vow: and that to 
Maintain the contrary is nothing less than to condemn marriage ; 
and that al! persons may marry who feel that though they should 
make a vow of chastity, they have not the gift thereof; let him be 
accursed—for God does not deny his gifts to those who ask aright, 
neither does he suffer usto be tempted above that we are able.” 
The Papal books of devotion that are much taken up in celebrating 
the virtues of the male and female saints, insist upon celibacy as one 
of their chief virtues. In the sizthCanon of the same session, ‘‘The 
Council also determines, that a marriage contract is dissolved by 
one of the parties entering into religious orders,” (a Convent or 
Monastery.) 

See, also, Bellarmin, De Monachis, lib. 11, cap. 37, 38, where he 
treats at large upon their dissolution, gives his reasons for its being 
done, and Jib. 1, eap. 14, De Matrim. Then let the reader look at 
what God, by his servant, has said.— Matt. xix. 6. 1 Cor. vii. 2, 5. 

The doctrine laid down by the high authorities of the Papacy on 
the marriage of the clergy, is shocking in the extreme. In the 
annotations by the Jesuit College, at Rheims, upon the 9 v. of the 
vii, ch. of | Cor. they say in the very face of the text, “* Concerning 
those lawfully made priests,and such as otherwise have made vows 
of chastity, they cannot marry at all, and therefore there is no com- 
parison in them, betwixt marriage and fornication, or burning, for 
their marriage is but pretended, and is the worst sort of incontin- 
ency and fornication or burning.’ And Bellarmine De Monachis, 
(1. 2. c. 30,) says, ‘it is worse to marry than to burn, however our 
adversaries may gainsay, (and the Apostle Paul is among them, I 
Cor. vii. 9,) especially for her who is under a solemn vow.” —(Non 
utrumque est malum, et nubere, et uri ; imo pejus est nubere, quicquid 
reclamant adversarii, presertim ei, que habet votum solemne,) and in 
the next section he says, ‘‘ She that marries after a simple vow, in 
a manner sins more than she that commits fornication, because the 
one makes herself incapable of keeping her vow, which she does 
not who plays the whore.” Que autem nubit post votum simpler, 
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illa verum matrimonium contratit, tamen aliquo modo magis peccat 
: quam que fornicatur, quia, reddit se impotem ad servandum votum, 
4 quod non facit que fornicatur.) The Gloss on the Canon Mazimi- 
a anus, Dist. 81, says, “It is the common opinion that no priest 
should be deposed for simple fornication, because there are but few 
priests free from it.” (Communiter dicitur quod pro simplici forni- 
cationis quis deponi non debet, cum pauci sine illo vitio inveniantur.”’ ) 

Erasmus, in Epist. Grycano, (quoted in Ist vol. Hist. Popery, 
London, 1751,) says, ‘‘A number of monasteries are su degeuer- 
| ated that the stews are most chaste, sober, and modest than they.’’ 
4 Clemangis, (as quoted by Espencaeus De Contin. |. 2, c. 14,) 
E says, ‘That he could not distinguish between the nunneries of his 
| day, and the common stews.” Nihil distingiut inter sui temporis 
virginum monasteria, et meretricum lupanaria. In the Canon Law, 
Dist. 34, «. 4, Gratian. ‘Tis also written that he who has not a4 
wife, but in her stead a concubine, should not be kept from the 
communion.” Js gui not habet uxorem; et pro uxore concubinam 
habet, a communione non repellatur. 

John Suffragan, Bishop of Saltzburgh, (in cap. 21 of his work 
a Onus Ecclesia, ) says, ‘‘ There were few curates in Germany, who 
“i did not wallow in the filth of concubinacy,’’—and in cap. 22, says, 
‘the nunneries were as publicly prostituted as the common stews.”’ 
Clemanyis, from whom we have quoted before, in his book De 
Corrupta Statu Ecclesia, chap. 21, in which he speaks of the priests 
who are regulars, says, ‘"They are drunkards, and most incontinent 
persons, who ordinarily and shamelessly do keep whores instead 
of wives andchildren by them at home in their houses.” (Ebrios, 
incontinentissimos, utpote qui passim et inverecunde prolem ex mere- 

o trice susceptam, et scortam vice conjugum domi tenent. ) 
K In the 23d chap., On Nuns and Monasteries, he savs, ‘‘ Modesty 
. doth forbid to speak more concerning these, lest instead of setting 
3 forth a society of virgins devoted unto God, we should describe 
. stews, and speak of the deceits and wantonness of harlots, of rapes 
and incestuous works ; for what other are the monasteries of young 
s women in these times, than execrable brothel houses of Venus, the 
4 receptacles wherein immodest and lascivious young men do fulfil 
q their lusts? And at this day, it is the same thing to put a maid 
into a monastery, and publicly to prostitute her, or put her forth to 
be a whore.” (De his plura dicere v-recundia prohibet, ne non de 
cetu virginum Deo dicatarum, sed magis de lupanaribus, de dolis et 
procacia meretricum, de stupris et investosis operibus dandum sermo- 
nem prolixe trahamus. Nam quid obscero aliud sunt hoc tempore pu- 
ellarum monasteria nisi quedam. Non dico Dei sanctuaria, sed ven- 
eris prostibula, sed lascivorum et impudicorum juvenum ad libidines 
explendas receptacula? Ut hodie sit puellam velare, quod et publice 

ad scortandum exponere. ) 

In the Memoirs of Scipio De Ricci,a Roman Catholic Bishop 
of Pistoia and Prato, in Tuscany, we have record given of the 
declaration of the nuns of Catherine of Pistoia, which was present- 
ed to the Grand Duke Leopold, in the year 1775, which shews the 


conduct and life that endangers the nuns under their unmarried 
protectors. 
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‘‘ Instead of allowing us to remain in our simplicity, and protect- 
ing our innocence, they teach us by word and action all kinds of 
indecencies. They frequently come to the vestry, of which they 
have almost all the keys; and as there is a grate there, they commit 
a thousand indecorous acts.” 

“If they get an opportunity of coming into the convent under 
any feigned pretext they go and stay alone in the chambers of 
those who are devoted to them. They are all of the same stamp; 
and they are not ashamed to take advantage of the circumstance 
of the visitation for those purposes. They utter the worst expres- 
sions, saying that we should look upon it as a great happiness that 
we have the power of satisfying our appetites without the annoy- 
ance of children. * * * 

‘They allow every kind of indecency to go on in the parlour. 
Though often warned by us, they do not break off the dangerous 
intimacies that are formed; and hence it has often occurred that 
men who have contrived to get the keys, have come into the con- 
vent during the night, which they have spent in the most dissipated 
manner.’ *** ‘The sisters who live according to their maxims, 
are extolled by them, and indulged in every extravagance ; and the 
others must either go in the stream, heedless of conscience, or live 
in a state of warfare,* as is actually the case with us now.”—Abridg- 
ed, and published in New York, 1834, pp. 80, 81. 

On pages 91 and 92. The record is that of a nun at Prato—says 
she, ‘‘ It would require both time and memory to recollect what 
has occurred during the twenty-four years that I have had to do 
with monks. * * * With the exception of three or four, all that I 
ever knew, alive or dead, are of the same character; they have all 
the same maxims and the same conduct. They are on more inti- 
mate terms with the nuns than if they were married to them. 

‘It is the custom now, that, when they come to visit any sick 
sister, they keep with the nuns, they sing, dance, play and sleep in 
the convent. * * * They deceive the innocent, and even those 
that are most circumspect ; and it would need a miracle to converse 
with them and not fall. 

“The priests are the husbands of the nuns, and the lay brothers 
of the lay sisters.”’ 

These testimonies to the character of the Papal Priesthood, and 
of Nunneries, are from Papal writers. Hume and Hallam, from 
whom we have quoted, say but little on the character, and especially 
the corruption of it, in the Papal orders. The others were men 
who knew and testified of its abomination. We may add that the 
testimony quoted on the doctrine and then on the practice, is not 
even to be compared with that taught by many of the Jesuits, of 
which order are many, if not most of the priesthood in this country. 

It is not a little remarkable, and confirmatory of the above that 
the Council of Trent has recorded a decree, in these words, 
‘CONTRA CLERICI FILIOS,”’—Against the Sons of the Clergy. Sess. 
xxv. cap. xv. De Reformatione. This bleating in the ear comes 
from a council that has pronounced as acccursed, every one who 


*May not this throw some light on the affairs in the Aisquith street convent. 
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does not acknowledge that priests should not marry. If they shall 
not marry and yet by the council’s shewing, have sons. It may 
well be asked, by whom do these holy fathers have sons, as by the 
laws of the church they are dound to be without wives? By the 
teaching of standard Papal writers, itis a much less sin to be guilty 
of habitual formication, than honestly to live with their own wives. 
Yea, the prrests may visit brothels—may make such of nunneries, 
and be guilty of the most dreadful corruption ; it is not a sin that 
calls for discipline, nor one that will hinder his elevation to any 
office in the Papacy, and even in many cases will bea credit to 
him, as he will then be so much more like so large a number of 
the popes. But if he should marry—woe to him—he is undone 
forever—uniless he put away his wife. 

They must not marry—they must not have wives. it would 
pollute and defile the holy order of priests to live according to the 
apostolic instruction, ‘‘to let every man have his own wife,” but 
“ filthiness—foolish talking—and filthy communications,’ which 
should not be named among Christians, seems to be that in which 
they revel, even in our own days, in our own country. That there 
may be no mistake, we extract questions asked at confession, from 
two Papal works. 

Catholic Manual—New York edition—by authority of John 
Power, Vicar General of New York. 

1. In Thoughits.—In wilfully dwelling upon or taking pleasure 
in unchaste thoughts. It must be mentioned how long, whether 
with desires of committing evil; whether they caused irregular 
motions, and in a holy place*—and whether the objects of sinful 
desires were single or married persons, or persons consecrated to 
God{ 2. In words.—Speaking obscenely, listening with pleasure 
to such vile language, singing unchaste songs, giving toasts and 
sentiments contrary to modesty. 3. Jn looks.—Viewing immodest 
objects ; reading bad books; keeping indecent pictures; frequent- 
ing plays; and tempting others to sin by dissolute glances, ges- 
tures, and immodesty in dress or behaviour. 4. In actions.—De- 
filing the sanctity of marriage by shameful liberties contrary to 
nature; in touching ourselves or others immodestly ; permitting 
such base liberties ; Certain sins of a lonely and abominable nature. 
What were the consequences of these sinful impurities; explain 
every thing, the number of these bad actions, the length of time contin- 
ued in the habit and with whom we sinned.—pages 289, 290, 291. 

The Key of Paradise, another manual of devotion among Ro- 
manists, contains the following questions, to be answered at con- 
fession, Philadelphia edition, under authority of Bishop Kenrick. 

‘‘1, Have you been guilty of adultery or fornication, and how 
often? 2. Have you desired to commit either, and how often? 
3. Have you intended to commit either, and how often? 4. Have 
you taken pleasure in thinking on any improper subject, and how 
often? 5. Have you endeavoured to excite your own passions, 
and how often? 6. Have you been guilty of indecent liberties, 
and how often? 7. Have you read indecent writings, or lent 


*The Confessional, perhaps. tPriests and Nuns. 
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them to others, and how often? 8. Have you exposed indecent 
pictures? 9. Have you joined in indecent conversation, and how 
often? 10. Have you committed any gross sin against chastity ?” 
—page 115. 

These questions as printed from time to time, in the books of 
devotion in the English language, are by far the most pure and 
chaste productions of the church, in the examination at confession. 
We do not wonder that Bishop Hughes, now of New York, but 
then Priest of St. Johns, Philadelphia, would not consent to the 
publication of the oral discussion, in Philadelphia, as it took place 
before the Young Men’s Society of Philadelphia, when its publi- 
cation would have brought to light, the manner in which this chaste 
confession takes place, in lands where popery lives untrammelled 
by an enlightened public sentiment. 

Be it, however, as it may, what man will consent that his wife, 
daughters, or any other female friend should be interrogated, pri- 
vately, separated from any but the priest, in the manner and form 
laid down in these books of devotion? And how can any female 
look in the face of her husband, brother, parent or suitor, after 
having revealed to a priest her answers to such impertinent and 
obscene questions. But, says one, ‘I never tell him all’’—aye, 
says another, ‘‘ J, not one half.’-—So we have no doubt it is with 
all those who have any pretensions to decency. And we commend 
them for refusing so to make known such things to any man. But 
what says the Catechism of the Council of Trent, printed in Balti- 
more (pages 259, 260:) ‘‘So important, as we have already said, is 
jntegrity to confession, that if the penitent wilfully neglect to ac- 
cuse himself of some sins which should be confessed, and suppress 
others, he not only docs not obtain the pardon of his sins, but involves 
himself in deeper guilt." And it continues, that the penitent in 
afterwards confessing, to make a good one, must even declare his 
deceit in the matter by which he had profaned the sanctity of the 
confession. 

The whole of this confession in all its abomination is for the reg- 
ular members of the Roman Catholic church—women, (for very 
few men attend on this sacrament,) who have husbands, brothers, 
&c., they have to open their inmost thoughts and corrupt passions 
to a corrupt priest,—and if such the interrogation out of doors, if 
such the purity of that which must be gazed upon by the public 
eye— W hat— What—must the purity of it be within bolted doors 
—in secret chambers, with females who can never make known 
the insolence and obscenity of their confessors, but by the will of 
their confessors, or by their escaping from the convent? Truly, if 
the confessional, out of the convent reveals such facts as the affair 
of Prizst Macary, at Frederick City,* and many of like charac- 





*The more we look at the Papal system, the more deeply is the force of that 
scripture impressed upon our minds, ‘* The mystery of iniquity’? Read what 
the Archbishop and priesta have to say, in the Catechism of the Council of Trent, 

94,95. Printed, Baltimore, 1833: ‘“‘ However wicked and flagitious, it is 
certain that they still belong to the church; and of this the faithful are frequently 
to be reminded, in order to be convinced, that, were even the lives of her minis- 
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ter, what must be that revelation out of those ‘‘cages of unclean 
and hateful birds,’’ of which the apostle speaks, when the secret 
and hidden works of darkness perpetrated within the walls of 
nunneries shall have been brought to light? 

With this we now pass to the teaching of the Papal Council of 
Trent, on the subject of Convents. In the xxv. sess. chap. 1, De 
Regularibus et Monialibus, ‘The members of the convent are 
bound to take the vows of obedience, poverty, chastity, (that is, 
not to marry) and any other vows or precepts pertaining to the 
order they are bound faithfully to observe.” And the Sth chap. 
‘‘ commands all bishops, under pain of Divine judgment, and the 
dread of eternal wrath, by the ordinary authority over all monas- 
teries subject to them and by the authority of the Apostolic See, 
over others, to take special care for the cloistering of the nunne- 
ries where it is inviolate and where it has been violated, diligently 
to restore it: the disobedient and gainsayers being restrained by 
ecclesiastical censures and other punishments, all appeal whatever 
being laid aside, and the aid of the secular arm called in if neces- 
sary, which aid the holy council exhorts all Christian princes, and 
enjuins all secular magistrates to afford, under pain of excommunica- 
tion, to be ipso facto incurred. And it shall not be lawful for any 
of the nuns, after profession, to leave the monastery, even for a 
short time, upon any pretext whatever, unless for some lawful cause 
approved by the bishop.’”’ Such licenses should only be given when 
necesssary, and then only by the superior or bishop, for that pur- 
pose alone. 

The xix. chap. lays down very strong terms with respect to the 
confinement of the nuns within the convent, and escape therefrom 
—‘' Whatever regular (Monk or Nun) pretends to have taken the 
vow under the influence of force or fear or before the age appointed 
by law, or any like cause, shall not be heard, unless within five years 
of their professing, and then not unless the causes which they pre- 
tend have induced them, have been brought before the superior or 
ordinary. And if they have laid aside the habit, before, of their own 
accord, they shall not be permitted to complain, BUT BE COMPELLED 
TO RETURN TO THE CONVENT, AND PUNISHED AS APOSTATES, and 
also deprived of all the privileges of their order.’’ 

Johannis De Voti, a Papal Doctor of Theology, whose works 
were printed at Rome, and are surely a standard; on the 13th page 
of the 4th vol. of his Canonical Institutes, mentions five modes of 
punishment, two of them by ‘“‘ stripes and imprisonment.” 


ters TO BE DEBASED BY CRIME; they are still within her pale, and therefore 
LOSE NO PART OF THE POWER, with which her ministry invests them.’’ 

And on page 242, ** The power with which the priests of the new law, are in- 
vested, is not simply to declare that sins are forgiven, but as the minister of 
God, ‘*‘REALLY TO ABSOLVE FROM SIN.”* 

Such intolerable wickedness it can hardly be believed, would be published in this 
country. Ist. providing for the crime on the part of the Priest. 2nd. For the 
pardoning of those with whom he sins, in declaring that he has the power ““REAL- 
LY (no doubt) Tro ABSOLVE THE SIN.’”’ 

Tell us no longer of the corruption of the dark ages and priests in foreign 
countries when provisien is made for those among us, at the confessional of the 
chapel, and if among the people, what at those in their nunneries? 
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The buildings that have been erected for Nuns, which are under 
the charge of the archbishops and bishops, are curiously and care- 
fully constructed, so as to put an inseparable barrier between those 
within and those without. And the rules of the convent following 
out this construction, cut off all possible hope of escape on the 
part of the inmates through complaint or otherwise to those out- 
side. ‘The fixtures connected with the building, its walls, its grated 
windows, its double doors, its secret passes, its iron grates and chains 
and bolts, indicate nothing to the credit of the bishops or priests 
who have had charge, and proclaim in a voice that the violence 
and clamour of Papists will not silence, that they are private pris- 
ons, to retain the miserable victims who have been cajoled until 
they entered —then deceived—seduced—ruined—are compelled to 
stay within their enclosures. Is any one ata loss when he looks 
at the preceding picture, the greater part of which is not only from 
Papal writers of celebrity, but most of it the very words in which 
they have described the history of priests and nuns, to answer the 
question, why do they use force to keep them in, subject them to 
punishment if they are desirous of escaping, and compel them to 
return if they should be so fortunate as to escape from their prison ? 

There is an incident in the history of a civil warin Spain, in the 
early part of the last century, that throws much light upon this 
subject. In this war the French troops were called to take part 
on one side, and in their victorious march they came into posses- 
sion of the city of Saragossa, in Arragon,in which were a number 
of convents, particularly one of the Dominicans. M. Legal, the 
French commander, found it necessary to lay a contribution on 
the inhabitants and on the convents. The Dominicans, all whose 
friars were familiars of the Inquisition, excused themselves, saying 
they had no money, and if he insisted upon what he had laid on 
them, they would have to send to him the silver bodies of the 
saints. They did not think he would dare receive them. But his 
regard was not very great to their saintly character. He received 
and sent them to the mint. On this the friars excommunicated 
him, and he in return gave them to know that he would like to 
have the Inquisition for the quartering of two regiments of his 
soldiers. On the commander’s putting into execution his plan, 
‘* The doors of this prison were opened ; and then the wickedness of 
the inquisitors was exposed to the world. Four hundred prisoners got 
liberty that day ; and among them sixty well dressed young women, 
who were found to be the private property* of the three inquisttors, and 
of which they had robbed the families of the city and the neighborhood.”’ 





*In the continuation of the account of one who escaped at this time, there is an 
exhibition of the means used by these holy fathers to gratify their lusts. To those 
that submit to their wishes they are kind, but tothose resisting, they are as unmer- 
ciful as Nero. ‘I’o the one whose history is related by Gavin, on her entry within 
the inquisition, the following exhibition was given of the inside, &c., as follows, by 
one of those who had been there confined for a number of years, ‘‘ Early in the 
morning she brought me into a large room with a thick iron door, and within it was 
an oven burning, and a large brass pan upon it, with a cover of the same and a lock 
toit. Thisdry pan (said she) is for hereticks and those who oppose the holy 
father’s will and pleasure. They are put naked, alive into the pan, and the 
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In protestant countries, if such establishments exist, they must 
use more enticing modes than that of the midnight carriage of the 
Fathers of the Inquisition.*—The institution which Bishop England 
defended in the Baltimore cathedral, and which Priest, now Bishop, 
Hughes says was ‘‘ a good institution.” 

We have performed, from a sense of duty, a very unpleasant 
task, and no doubt as to our Papal friends a thanklessone. Some 
may think we have said things, or have quoted statements which 
should not have seen the light’ But with such we differ. When 
the Holy Ghost speaks concerning that system, which calls herself 
the Mother and Mistress of all churches, (see Creed of Papist,) the 
language is as descriptive of the character of the children of that 
holy mother and of their doings, as if it had been written after a 
review of the historical records of her priesthood. ‘Come hither: 
I will shew unto thee the judgment of the great whore’’—*‘ with whom 


cover of it being locked up, the executioner begins to puta small fire in the oven 
and by degrees he increases it till the body is reduced to ashes.”’ 

Saysthe same person, giving an account of herself, ‘‘ I have been in this house 
six years, and was not fourteen when the officers took me from my father’s house. 
I have had one child here. We have at present forty-two young ladies; and we 
lose every year six or eight; but where they are sent wedo notknow. Wealways 
get new ones in their places; and I have seen here seventy-three ladies at once. 
Our continual torment is to think that when the holy fathers are tired of us they 
will put us to death; for they never will run the hazard of being discovered in 
their villany.’’ 

*The Holy Inquisition. ‘1 went one day'to visit the Countess of Attarass, 
and I met Don Francisco Torrejon, her confessor and second inquisitor. After 
we had drank chocolate, he asks me my age, my confessor’s name, and so many 
intricate questions about religion, thatI could not answer him. His serious counte- 
nance frightened me; and perceiving my fear, he desired the Countess to tell me 
that he was not so severe as I supposed, after which he caressed me very kindly. 
He gave me his hand which I kissed with great respect and modesty; and when he 
went away, he told me, ‘my dear child, I shall remember you till the next time.’ I 
did not know what he meant, being quite unexperienced, and only fifteen years old. 
Indeed he did remember me; for that very night, when in bed, hearing a hard 
knocking at the door, the maid who lay in the room with me, went to the window, 
and asked who wasthere? Iheard the reply,*‘ The Holy Inquisition.’’ I could 
not forbear crying out, father, father, lamruined forever. My dear father got up, 
and inquiring what the matter was, I answered him with tears, the Inquisition; he, 
for fear that the maid would not open the-door so quickly as such a case required, 
went himself to open the door, and like another Abraham to offer his child to the 
fire; and as I did not cease to cry out, my father, all in tears, stopped my mouth, 
to shew his obedience to the holy office, for he supposed I had committed some crime 
against religion.”’ 

‘* About once a month, upon an average, a family in Saragossa was robbed of a 
daughter to recruit the seraglio of the Holy Fathers of the Inqnisition.’’ 

‘© We are strictly commanded to make all demonstrations of joy, and to be very 
merry for three days, when a lady comes first here, as we did with you, and you 
must do with others; but afterwards we live like prisoners, without seeing a living 
soul, but the six maids, and Mary who is the housekeeper. When any of the 
holy fathers has a mind for any one of his slaves, Mary comes at nine o’clock, and 
conducts her to his apartment. Some nights Mary leaves the door of our rooms 
open, and that is asign that oneof the fathers has a mind to visit us that night.” 
—See Gavrin’s Narrative of the Inquisition, a short account of which is just 
published inthis city. As the priests cannot yet venture on the Inquisition publicly, 
it appears that they will not be sparing of nunneries, as any one will conclude, on 

seeing the Vew Vunnery, near the Washington Monument. 
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the kings of the earth have committed fornication, and the inhabitants 
of the earth have been drunk with the wine of her fornication.” —‘I 
saw &@ woman sit upon a scarlet coluured beast* full of names of blas- 
phemy, having seven Heaps and ten horns.’? —‘* And the woman was 
arruyed in purple and scarLEt colour and decked with gold and pre- 
cious stones and peurls, having a golden cup in her hand full of abumi- 
nations and filthiness of her fornication.” —‘‘ And upon her forehead was 
a name written, Mystery, Babylon the great THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS 
AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH. —‘‘ And I sawthe woman drunken 
with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of 
Jesus: and when I saw her I wondered with great admiration.’’—ReEv. 
xvil. l—6. ‘‘ THE sEVEN HEADS Gre seven MOUNTAiNS ON WHICH 
THE WOMAN SITTETH. *—‘ AND THE WOMAN is thal GREAT CITY 
which reigneth over the kings of the earth.’’—9, 18 vs. . 

And again says the same Spirit, ‘‘ Babylon is become the habita- 
tion of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and a caer OF 
EVERY UNCLEAN AND HATEFUL BIRD.” — Chapter xviii. 2. 

The application of the above to the Papal priests and institu- 
tions in this country, we do not pretend to make any further than 
facts enforce them; we neither have time nor inclination to turn 
out of our way to find evidence of such things; but now and then 
when such occurrences cume to light as the escape from time to 
time from these papal prisons, and as the affair of father Magary 
and the young Magary, at Frederick city, we are reminded of the 
history of by-gone days, of the vow of chastity, (which means not 
to marry,) and of the decree of the council of Trent, ‘‘ Against 
the sons of the Priests and Bishops.’? But while we do not seek 
Out such things, and do not say with reference to every priest and 
bishop, that he is guilty of the crimes laid upon his system, we do say 
with respect to many of them, circumstances have come to our 
knowledge of such a character as to lead us to doubt very much 
the propriety of a community of unmarried females, under the con- 
trol, and accessible to a body of unmarried men, who are in very 
many respects and occasionally give incontestable proof of being of 
the same passions withfother men. And we do further say that 
the zeal exhibited by papal priests to keep under their control and 
from escaping from the walls of their Convents disaffeeted nuns, is 
at least indirect proof that all things are not right between them, 
and these of such character that they will not bear public investi- 
gation. 

Now, if both priests on forsaking the papacy, and nuns on es- 
caping from Convents do bear testimony to such horrid abomina- 
tion in the professed religious orders,—if both testify in different 


*<< There are, of course, priests in Rome, who are sufficiently humble in dress 
and manner, but nothing can exceed the sumptucusness and style in which the 
cardinals live, as well as all who, from birth or fortune, have a certain personal 
consequence. Their carriage and horsesare the most splendid in the world, their 
large palaces swarm with servants, and their dress has all the richness of that of 
princess when they are abroad. One can scarce see their SCARLET CapS, 
SCARLET carriages and trappings, SCARLET robes und stockings, without 
we gga a certain ‘lady of Babylon.’’—First Impressions of Europe— 

0. 58. 
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places under different circumstances, and without any knowledge 
of each other, to a state of things provided for in the teaching of 
papal theologians, and declared by papal writers in times past—and 
if priests and people declare that the Holy Mother Church, is one 
in principle, one in practice in every age, not needing reforma- 
tion or purgation, we are ready to say then with the Apostle John 
in his Apocalyptic vision—Is not this ‘‘ Babylon the great, the 
mother of harlots and abominations of the earth?’ Is not this 
‘the great whore that sitteth on many waters ?” 


In view of this whole subject, we ask most seriously ; does not 
this subject demand of every citizen of this great and free country, 
a deliberate and calm consideration of the question, whether foreign 
priests, subjects of a foreign power, servants of a corrupt Hierarcy, 
shall be permitted, under the pretext of places of singular virtue 
and remarkable piety, or of schools devoted to the teaching of our 
youth, to erect institutions that have been in all past ages, since 
their first establishment, prisons in which a corrupt priesthood 
vowing celibacy, have carried out unrestrained, all manner of crime 
and pollution; shall our sisters and daughters, the youthful females 
of our land, be cajoled under this pretext into buildings, from which 
when their eyes have been opened to the abomination, they can- 
not escape; but in which they shall be compelled under bolts, bars, 
grates, prisons, &c. to remain, controlled by priestly turn-keys? 

So notoriously corrupt, outrageous and abominable has been the 
licentiousness of Convent system in past ages, and during the past 
century, that in most Papal countries the people have risen up and 
abolished it. What a spectacle is it to the world that one of the 
most free, enlightened and exalted nations of the earth should be 
one of those only nations in which this system should be permitted 
to establish and promote itself —Will not our lawmakers consider 
this? Or do we live where females are protected from insult—ex- 
cepting from priest? 

We deliberately call upon our public men, our office bearers, the 
members of our legislative assemblies, through the length and 
breadth of this land, to consider and determine; whether unmarried 
priests, that they may thereby advance their order, shall be per- 
mitted to erect private prisons for women, who shall be entirely and 
only subject to them. 

We do not say that there is established ‘‘the Inquisition’? under 
the name in this country, but that it, in its embryo state is here, we 
cannot for one moment question. We havethe officers, We have 
the beginnings of their capacious buildings. What more is needed ? 

We say, shall these buildings in this country remain 4s in papal 
countries, in opposition to the state; so far above the laws of the 
states, that they shall not be regularly and freely open-at any time, 
to the examination of its proper officers? Shall bars, bolts, walls 
&c. be allowed in which to keep their victims ? 

We say, what we have said, with a consciousness of its proprie- 
ty and necessity. The time has come when it is no longer proper 
to be silent, and when responsible for its consequences we submit 
it tothe consideration of the people of this free land. 
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OUR COURSE FOR FIVE YEARS-——SUIT OF MR. MAGUIRE. 


Five years of our labour as editors have now closed; during 
which period we have had to contend against as much opposition 
as almost any periodical that has ever been published in this coun- 
try. Our purpose in the beginning was to expose the anti-chris- 
tian, anti-social, anti-republican doctrines—and the corrupt and 
abominable practices of the papacy. All this time we have pub- 
lished under the careful inspection and watchful jealousy of the 
papal priests and laity, at the very seat of the beast. ‘The very 
first number of our work contained an article with reference to 
the conduct of a German priest in this city, which led two po- 
pish lawyers, John Scott and Wm. G. Read, we think, when the 
same statement was published in a paper of this city, to go to its 
editor and give him the caution that they would use the law in re- 
ply to itif he did not make some amends. Thus early were we 
admonished that the first incautious step—the first unguarded 
statement, would draw down upon our devoted heads the accu- 
mulated wrath of the immense priestly fraternity and leading papal 
laymen in this city, by a suit at law, in which they would answer 
all our charges. 

We cantruly say that during these five years, with the fear of 
God before our eyes, and thoroughly convinced of the corruption 
of thats ystem, we have not refrained from our purpose to speak 
out concerning it. ‘That we have escaped uninjured in body and 
undisturbed by any of that personal violence that has been so often 
threatened—that our hands have not waxed faint in this contest, 
we would return most grateful thanks to that God whose cause we 
have plead, who maketh the wrath of man to praise him and who 
restraineth the remainder of wrath, who has so far led us, and in 
whom we trustas we pursue unmoved ourcourse. We have gone 
through these five years, without giving our subtle and watchful 
enemies, even the appearance of cause in but one case to find le- 
gal accusation against us. And in that case it is only by dint of 
construction, and not by the meaning of the writer or publishers. 
That our readers may more readily understand this matter, we 
here reprint the article as it appeared in the Nov. No. of 1839. 


StaTe oF MarycanD Mass Hovuses. We should like to know whether 
the Mass Houses erected at the public expense, in the Maryland Hospital, 
and in the Baltimore City and County Alms House, and in the City Infirm- 
ary; are open for the general benefit of society, or only for the persons 
immediately interested? If for all, the public worship set up at public ex- 
pense, and in accommodations provided by the public, ought to be such as 
the publie can attend, without being guilty of idolatry. If for papists only 
—then we should like to know by what rule papists only, are provided for, 
in a protestant community? Are all our rulers, and public men Papists, 
or are they infidels? Or do the people know what is done with their mo- 
ney, by theirservants? Or are the Christians of Maryland content to es- 
tablish papaey, and pay for its support? 





‘ > * Pej et i © at oe Pe t+ a aria? 4 Lit falls i 
big AM. Ret OS eA POR ADEE DE AVR GR, NbN IIS 








Tonle 
1? 


ME PLN GIO BA 


ee Te 





- — 1 on a ale nae 
PAWEL 22S ee 








1840.} Our Course for Five years—Suit of Mr. Maguire. 17 


Tue County Autms Hovss, has been converted not only into a papal 
Mass House—but into a papal prison. An aged German Catholic in the 
western end of Baltimore, whose wife was in the Alms House, became un- 
easy about his soul—and asked for Protestant instruction. His priest 
heard of it; told him his wife was dead; sent him to the Alms House to 
see about her burial, and wrote a line to the papal keeper, lately put over 
the institution, that the man was mad—and must be confined! He was 
confined, till it was by mere accident heard of, by some protestants, and 
the man rescued.—There is great excitement about the matter, which we 
are assured is as stated above. We hope to geta full statement of the 
particulars.—W hat have the priests and the Medical Faculty to say to this 
case’ Is it “ perfect maniac;” or only mono-maniac !”’ 


This is the report which we have printed as we had stated—af- 
ter repeatedly hearing it, and that on the best authority. 

Shortly after the appearing of that No., our Magazine was 
presented to the Grand Jury, and they on considering as they 
thought the whole matter, but really only one side of it, arising 
from several causes, did not see fit to find a bill against us.— 
Thwarted as we suppose in this attempt—Mr. Maguire or some 
one for him, instituted a suit against us, we learn for libel, but as 
yet the charges are not filed. 

Now, with reference to Mr. Maguire, we need not say more 
than we have said to Mr. M., in a note sent through a worthy 
citizen: that so far as any personal injury or offence has been 
given to him, we are willing and desirous from our own principles, 
to make all possible redress and recompense ;—that as a man, as 
a papist, as an officer, we have nothing to do with him: that 
if in the haste of writing, we have said that which by force 
of construction may do injury to him as mentioned above, it was 
the farthest from our intentions. 

The great object of the above article as that of all those on the 
subject of popery, was the exposure of the corrupt doctrines and 
practices of the papal priesthood ;—to shew the means to which 
they would resort and the use which they would make of one of 
our public institutions, to keep a man from coming out according 
to God’s command, from Babylon, that he might not be partaker 
of her plagues, Rev. xviii. 4. 

As to this case of Mr. Maguire, we say; if this be the point 
which by construction he thinks bears this meaning, and at 
which he is offended—he has our explanation or apology, or any 
proper reparation. 

But if this be not the point: if the ground of this suit, is this, 
—that we have published such and such things about the papal 
system—-such exposures of her doctrines, &c.—if Mr. Maguire 
sets himself forth to attack us as a Papist, and becomes the tool 
or organ or cat’s-paw of the Papacy in this city, we give him to 
know assuredly ; that in humble reliance upon God’s grace, with 
his blessing and assistance, we shall do more to strip and expose 
3 
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before this community, the deformity and wickedness of that 
Papal system, than we have ever yet done. 

If Mr. Maguire pushes it upon this ground, then we say the 
door into the courts is open. We have not opened it, but we will 
enter it. We shall bring the law alsoto bear. The Grand Jury 
may soonhave as much to do in this matter as Mr. Maguire has 
found for them. If he will as a Papist, from our exposure of 
the Papacy ‘‘hail us before Cesar.”? Then ‘‘to Cesar shall 
we go tos.” 

If Papists, Priests or Laymen, think, that they, at the Bar of 
the civil law, can answer the charges we have laid upon their sys- 
tem; that they can defend its intolerant and tyrannical principles, 
its fiendish practices, its horrid abominations; if at that Bar they 
think they can establish the purity of auricular confession—the 
sanctity and purity of the Convent system; that they can remove 
that foul blot in the doctrine of the celibacy of her priests which 
ever since its establishment in the Papacy has been a stench in the 
nostrils of the civilized world ;—-that they can shew that the doc- 
trine of their system, which says it is lawful and right to break 
faith w}th heretics, is right—if they can convince the people of 
this land that their Canon Law should be and really is above 
the laws of this commonwealth; that it is unlawful to tolerate 
Protestant Rulers longer than they can help it; and that after 
using every means in their power, as soon as able, they are in 
duty bound to exterminate Protestants from the face of the earth 
—and that when they have so done, they have done no more than 
shed the blood of thieves and malefactors; that it is lawful and 
right for the Priest in attendance at the Cathedral and under the 
eye of his Archbishop, by trick of law, to plunder a widow and 
her children of all the property of her husband, their father; if 
they think that they can retrieve their character in reference to the 
Aisquith street Convent, and the escaped Nun; that they can sat- 
isfy the community or a jury that all their doings there have been 
right; that it is lawful to abduct Protestant girls to bring them 
under their control; that the many doctrines we have exposed 


during the past five years, were all true; that the abuses we have . 


spread before this community were all proper; we say most 
heartily, gentlemen, proceed in the matter. Yea, rr Mr. 
MAGUIRE WILL UNDERTAKE TO SHEW THAT NO SUCH MAN AS 
MENTIONED, WAS BROUGHT INTO THE ALMS HoUSE THROUGH 
THE LEADING STRINGS OF THE PAPACY IN THIS CITY—THAT 
NO SUCH MAN WAS CONFINED THERE DURING ABOUT THE SPACE 
OF TWO DAYS, UNDER THE PRETEXT OF HIS BEING A MADMAN; 
—AND THAT HE WAS NOT LIBERATED ON THE INTERPOSITION OF 
TWO OF HIS ACQUAINTANCES DEMANDING HIM, AND 40 CENTS 
HAVING BEEN PAID FOR HIM, WHILE REMAINING THERE CON— 
FINED; not the least delay on our part shall be given to the 
establishing on his part, that this man as stated, was not so con- 
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fined. We say to Mr. Maguire—to the Papal influence comeches 
and arrayed in this and all] these matters, ‘Go to Cmsar.” 
“To C#SAR SHALL WE GO TOO. 

To the friends of this cause in which we are engaged—those 
who prize the blessings which in the overruling providence of a 
gracious God, we have inherited through the toil and sweat and 
blood of our fathers; in the enjoyment of which we are now 
actually living; we say, forget not for one moment what they have 
cost—the loss of all their earthly goods—protracted imprison- 
ment—cruel deaths. In the maintaining of these blessings of 
liberty pure, we will have long to contend against that great apos- 
tate power which has for ages endeavoured to enslave the human 
race. The price of that liberty ts ceaseless vigilance on our parts. 
‘¢ TF EVER THE LIBERTIES OF THIS COUNTRY ARE DESTROYED” 
(said Lafayette) ‘‘1T wILL BE BY ROMAN pRIESTS”’!! The foe 
you encounter is subtle and deceitful, but his ways among us 
already have been of such a character that there need be no mis- 

take. We know much of him; vigilance and watchfulness will 
bring more to light than he is aware.—Engage then in this your 
cause; 

1. By collecting facts. connected with the working of the 
Papal system in this city, particularly the Convents—the Infir- 
mary, &c—1in our counties—in Frederick city and county—in the 
neighborhood of Emmitsburgh—facts which belong to the Grand 
Jury’s supervision. It will no longer be the case that there shall 
not be found men to present such cases to the Grand Jury—no 
longer the case that the rights of individuals shall be trampled upon 
with impunity. We may even give Mr. M. as much to doas he 
will desire. 

2. By procuring such pecuniary aid as is needed to carry out 
this and other suits, leaving whatever surplus there remains de- 
voted to the printing and circulating of Tracts, exhibiting Popery 
as she really is. 

3. Wecall upon our Subscribers, and the Friends of this cause 
to aid us in extending the circulation of this Magazine. Cannot 
almost every subscriber to our Magazine procure for us one or 
more additional subscribers, and request his Post-master to for- 
ward the names and any monies that they may receive for the 
Magazine, freeot postage. By doing so, we humbly think he 
would be advancing this great cause and thus upholding the hands 

of its Conductors. 
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[For the Baltimore Literary and Religious Magazine.) 


TRAITS OF POPERY IN NEW GRENADA. 


Porery, to be understood, should be viewed at home: and in 
some respects paradoxical as it may sound, she is more at home in 
South America than in Italy itself; because in the former country 
she is less under the surveillance of Protestant Christianity.— 
Among the Spanish Americans, on the other hand, every popish 
principle has been allowed to work itself out, and to appear in pal- 
pable action. ‘hese thoughts have been suggested to us in perus- 
ing the work of which we give the title in the margin.* The evi- 
dence which the volume affords is the more important, because it is 
incidental, being the testimony not of an eager, or even of a sum- 
moned witness, but of a plain, blunt man, who is content to tell a 
simple story of facts. Mr. Steuart sailed for New Grenada in No- 
vember 1835, and returned to New York after an absence of 16 
months, in 1837. His mission was entirely connected with trade. 3 
As a literary production, the book is not above mediocrity; but 3 
as a record of events and a statement of things as they are, it may 
be consulted with great advantage. 

‘*T neither harbor the slightest ill will,’’ says Mr, S. ‘‘ nor intend : 
the smallest offence to any individual of Bogota or of the Catholic 
faith:’? we place full confidence in the statement, and shall proceed : 
to avail ourselves of the testimony. 
i.” The boats upon the Magdalena river, we are told by our author, 
i. are generally propelled by a set of black laborers, called bogas, 
who are of course, Catholics. . Of their devotions we have the fol- 
lowing specimen. 
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e “One can always judge of the humour in which these bogas commence 
| their labors by their morning orisons to the Virgin, uttered in a loud 
ie chanting voice by one of the crew just as the poles are raised and ready to 
| drop into the water. In these are strangely mingled blessing and cursing ; 
| and the most singular petitions, either as regarding things temporal or 
spiritual, are offered up. ‘The person generally selected for this office was 
a short, light-limbed blackamoor from Carthagena, nicknamed ‘‘the Cartha- 
gena Devil.” His effusions on these occasions were all extemporaneous. 
The following which I have translated, will serve as a specimen: 

*““Q Marvy, most powerful! Blessed queen of heaven! Mother of God ! 
pity us poor bogas. May the stream run up with us this day, and may 
no rapids nor remolinos impede our progress!! May the white man, our 
patron here, give us plenty of brandy, and perhaps a little butter to fry 
our fish with!! Hurrah for the white patron and the pretty Indian girls of 
Ocana!! Hurrah for Mary, most holy St. Joseph, and all the saints!!” 
This translation is as literal as possible. At the termination of each sen- 
tence they all shouted the one great Spanish oath. ‘The language sup- 
plies no other; nor need it, for in that alone there is meaning expressive 
of everything that is bad and obscene. 
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* Bogota in 1836-7, being a Narrative of an Expedition to the Capital of New 
Grenada, and a residence there of eleven months. By J. Steuart, New York, 1838. 
12 mo. pp. 312. 
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After Mr. Steuart arrived at the city of Bogot4, he had a good op- 
portunity for observing the customs and rites of South American 
Papists. Fora particular account of their festivals and mummertes, 
we must refer to the book itself: asa specimen of the whole—a few 
lineaments of the picture may be selected. During the Semana 
Santa, or holy week, there are great processions, fire-works, peals 
of bells, and roar of cannon, ‘‘all’’ says our author, ‘‘to usher in a 
set of taw-dry dressed puppets, the handicraft of which would have 
disgraced the ‘ Punch and Judy’ times of ‘Old King Cole” All 
the events of our Saviour’s life and passion are caricatured by these 
figures. Each church or convent furnishes one or more of the ima- 
ges, which are made of wax or wood, in the most clumsy manner 
imaginable, and are carried about on moveable platforms. The 
images of Christ and the Virgin, are, on a particular night left in 
the church of St. Domingo, “ where they are devoutly supposed to 
hold communion with the images of that church !? Among other 
images, Mr. Steuart mentions ‘‘ Christ scourged by two most exces- 
sively grim-looking Roman soldiers, into whose ample mouths are 
stuck two segars !’’ In the paso which sets forth the agony in the 
garden, there is furnished ‘as a representation of one of the hea- 
venly host ministering to the Saviour’s wants, a figure about the 
size of a large wax dall, with a chalice in its hand, perched upon 
one foot on the top of a little box-wood bush, meant to represent 


a large tree.’ At another festive season, our traveller saw several 
Old Testament representations. 


“In a wing at the side of the altar was an odd representation of Nebu- 
chadnezzar under sentence of expulsion from his fellows ; while all of him 
that could be seen was a long protruding tail and a face like a monkey’s, 
the rest of the body being swallowed up among moss, grass, and evergreens. 
Then there was the altar of the little church of “ Egypto” or Eevpt, 
which represented Moses and the plague of the frogs, but which bore 
more resemblance to sea-crabs than frogs. ‘They were composed of paste- 
board, and were represented climbing up bedposts, into dishes and water- 
tanks. A regularly set table was afforded for their accommodation ! 


When turning from these ceremonies, which have all the impiety 
without any of the elegance of Grecian and Roman heathenism, 
we come to ask what effect they have upon the popular belief. We 
are not surprised to meet such declarations as the following : “ most 
of the educated males are open scoffers and atheists at heart, pas- 
sing jokes upon the mummeries of the priests without taking any 
pains to conceal it!” It is a country without instruction in the 
truth, and without a Sabbath. ‘‘ During a residence,’ says Mr. S., 


‘‘of nearly a year in Bogota, there were but four sermons preach- 
ed that I heard,’”’ &c. 


‘‘ Sunday is observed here as in all other Catholic countries. When mass 
is over, each one moves to his own particular business or pleasures. Gam- 
ing, shooting, and riding excursions: the theatre, and balls in the evening, 
finish the services of that day set apart by the Almighty for his own special 
service. 

* Catholicism in Great Britain and the United States, where it is hedged 
in"by the strong wall of public opinion, and where the slightest deviation 
from the great moral track of the Gospel is strictly watched and exposed, 
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is not the same as in countries where the constitutional forms, and the 
opinions and will of the people are in its favour. The antipodes are not 
more opposite than these: and nations where the divine right of conscience 
is uniformly acknowledged can never bear the remotest similitude to one 
where the dark and malign influences prevail as in this, where its most 
holy things are polluted, and where vice and the worst sectarian dogmas 
go hand in hand.” 


We almost hesitate, as Mr. Steuart seems to have done, about 
giving a picture of the morals of Bogot&; but we are forced to 
break silence by the very considerations which he avows as his 
motive, namely, the desire to warn freemen and Christians against 
these enslaving tenets, and the duty of declaring freely the true 
state of a country to which numbers of our citizens are annually 
tempted by the demand for industry and ingenuity. 


** Let us look at it as we may, female virtue will be found the true touch- 
stone of all that is noble, and generous, and lovely among a great and free 
people. It is the very nerve and sinew of all their institutions! and why 
should it not be? Surely that is but little worth the fighting for or troub- 
ling with which carries uncertainty ip its train. Although the outward 
appearances of licentiousness are, in a slight degree, guarded against by 
the better educated portion of the community, whose wishes are made 
known by the more refined modes of expression such'as a glance, a pres- 
sure of the hand, or a plot laid by the careful duenna, yet this is not the 
case with the miserable Indian and the mass generally, whose every action 
becomes shamefully brutalized. Nay, even the brutes themselves would 
not be guilty of what may be daily witnessed here. ‘The most filthy nui- 
sances are committed in the very middle of the public streets, and in the 
face of open day, without a single feeling of shame! Shame seems not to 
have a place wherein to hide her head in all Bogota.” 


Well may he say with warmth; ‘as to morals, the general filthy 
ways and habits of the people throughout, and the fearful conse- 
quences of bringing up a family in this second Sodom, is full enough, 
in itself, to deter the strongest worshippers of Mammon from taking 
up his abode there, and treading such poiluted ground.’? Let us 
cast a look at the holy priesthood. 


“Those of the clergy of Bogota who choose, live in open adultery ; 
at times with one woman only, when the children are brought up and 
openly acknowledged by them. ‘True, they take a house, furnish it, and 
in every possible way provide for the poor ignorant creatures as if they 
were truly their lawful wives, which so far palliates, if this, indeed, can be 
called palliation, such unchristian, as well as uncatholic-like conduct. ‘Their 
mates are generally chosen from among the better portion of the lower 
orders, although not untrequently they are of a higher grade. 

«Tne monks, on the other hand, being obliged to live within their con- 
vents, generally choose their female domestics with the greatest possible 
regard to personal appearance, and thus the end is the same. The civil 
arm is the only check upon the grossness and presumption of the indolent 
hive ; and government is certainly commendable for the promptitude and 
tact with which they have, within a few years, clipped the wings of these 
gallinazas (a Bogota nickname for friars, meaning turkey-buzzards).” 


Let every reader ponder upon one striking difference between 
the standard of clerical purity of Papists and Protestants respect- 
ively. Occasionally, alas! in the purest evangelical churches, a 
clergyman ts found guilty of some heinous indulgence. What is 
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the consequence? The voice of public opprobrium, no less than 
that of church-discipline, drives him at once beyond the sacred 
pale. Is itso among Papists? It has never been pretended.— 
Among a thousand instances of sacerdotal lechery, among a thou- 
sand confessionals like those of Hophni and Phinehas, who can 
name ten in which the mass-priest has been unfrocked for his enor- 
mites? 


** One day, during the present Congress, when a bill was before the house 
for the reduction of the salaries of such of the clergv as were not in actual 
parochial service, a friar, a member of the house, objected to it, of course. 
But what, think ve, were the reasons he urged against the measure ? 
Why, he said, § what shall we do with our families? We cannot supvort 
them on such a pittavce!!? ‘To which the member for the motion made 
this short and pithy reply: ‘Families! the church allows you none!!’ 
Nota word more was offered by the friar, while a settled snmle upon the 
faces of all present spoke well for the salety of the republic in this particu- 
lar, inasmuch as it proved the heartv concurrence of its chiels in determin- 
ing that the executive should rule in this, as well as in every other meas- 
ure adopted for the general weal.” 


All that we have cited goes to shew that neither in ritual nor 
in morals has the Apostolical Roman church lost a single trail by 
emigrating to the new world. It may be interesting to inquire 
what attitude she holds with regard to the toleration of heretics; 
especially as the southern republics have vaunted much concerning 
liberty, and as our citizens are frequently invited to reside there. 
The boasted republic of New Grenada concedes nothing more to 
Protestant residents or citizens than freedom from open persecution. 
They cannot erect any chapels, but are allowed to meet for pur- 
poses of devotion in their own houses. Not even the funeral rites 
of a beloved child can be solemnized in security, as may appear 
fiom the affecting account which follows: 


“On the 23d of January, 1837, died the infant son of a family in my 
employ. The poor babe had been sickly from its birth, and the few brief 
weeks of its existence had called forth all the incessant cares and watchful- 
ness of both parents. On the morning in question, I was sitting by its bed- 
side, and in the act of Jeaning over to watch any symptom there might vet 
be of hope to the afflicted mother, when one short and gentle breath, which 
was scarcely audible as it trembled for a moment on the pale, tender lip, 
told me that the pure spirit had for ever fled its brief abiding-place. Mr. 
Turner being absent from the city, leave to bury the child was obtained 
from his secretary, Mr. Adams. A coffin was procured from the American 
cabinet-maker, and the next morning, the 24th, saw our small funeral party 
emerge from the broad doorway of our house into the street, and wend its 
way to the little lonely churchyard. I had been advised by both English 
and American friends to make as little parade as possible, and to finish the 
ceremony early, before the rabble were a-stir. But it was eight o’clock, A. 
M , before each little preparation was made and we were ready to move 
forward. ‘To render the procession as unmarked as possible, I allowed only 
the father of the child and two others of my people to accompany it; my 
servant-lad, Chepe, carrying the little coffin conceaied underneath his ru- 
ana. Thus, like thieves stealing upon their plunder, did we thread our 
way through the most unfrequented streets until we arrived at the conse- 
crated ground ; luckily for our own feelings, and especially for those of the 
poor parent, the complete concealment of the coffin preserved us from 
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insult; and it was only when turning into the yard from the by-street that 
we saw two peones gazing on the scene and making the sign of the cross, 
as the worst of all infections to them in the sight or touch of the dead 
body of a heretic, even though it be of an innocent babe like this, the pure 
and perfect symbol of the religion of Him they thus insult by their idle 
mummery. I read over the litle grave the beautiful service for the dead of 
the Episcopal church. ‘The earth closed over the coffin, and in all haste we 
departed. I have witnessed the shrouding of the dead, under many forms 
and varied cireumstances, both on sea and land, but I never felt my whole 
soul weighed down and distressed as when, surrounded by the din and 
bustle of a Christian-termed city containing 30,000 souls, the body of this 
pure and disenfranchised spirit, born of Christian parents, and dying ere it 
could even have been thought culpable for the heretic parents’ opinions, 
was committed to the dark womb of earth in the same manner as though 
it had been the victim of an assassin’s steel, and by the foul murderer 
himself, during the lonely midnight hour.” 


There are many cases given by Mr. Steuart, which serve to shew 
that no Protestant can be altogether safe among such a populace, 
whose common name for a Protestant is Judeo, Jew—the very 
name which by the very same blunder was given to early Christians 
by their Pagan persecutors. 


“ Major Holding, an American, who had been here during the earth- 
quake, when Santander was vice-president under Bolivar, told me that 
then, as now, the cry was raised of * Death to the Judios,’ Jews; the 
universal name given to Protestants by this stupid people. It was started 
by a priest, who, rushing upon the steps of the cathedral, raised the cross 
above his head, and denounced the heretics then in the city as the cause 
of the Almighty’s displeasure in his afflicting them with the earthquake.” 


On one occasion the author, with a Polish officer and young Mr. 
Taylor, was in danger of being mobbed: the cry was raised, ‘‘ There 
came three Jews; let us kill them!” The restrictions to which 
foreigners are subjected are very great. A tenth of al! their pro- 
duce must be paid to the Romish hierarchy; ostensible reverence 
must be paid to the religious mummeries, elevation of the wafer, and 
the like, ‘‘and the rabble opinion is, that to cheat and abuse a 
Protestant, who is ever considered a condemned person, 1s at all 
times commendable.” 

Before leaving New Grenada Mr. Steuart paid a visit to the 
former site of the Inquisition, at Carthagena. ‘This city, and those 
of Mexico and Liena, were the three seats of the Holy Office in 
Spanish America. The palace of the Inquisition is in the great 
space of which it occupies one entire side. The whole interior 
has been remodelled. ‘* Many of the doorsand passages,’’ we are 
told by Mr. S., ‘‘have been walled up, and others opened, to suit 
better the convenience of the new tenants. A number of subter- 
ranean passages, communicating with the principal churches in the 
city, have been also closed, while many of the intelligent of the 
inhabitants are now loth to acknowledge that any such ever exist- 
ed, or to enter into any conversation on the subject, as tending to 
reflect no credit upon their church.” 

Our last extract shail be in relation to this subject. 
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‘The room which still retains most of its originality is the great hall of 
the dread tribunal itself. ‘There, upon the mosaic pavement, may still be 
seen the exact outlines where were fixed the seats and desks of the inquis 
itors, 

The secretary’s office is also just as it was, and is on the ground floor; 
but the great hall is on the seeond. We entered a small square room ir 
the back of the building, left entirely empty ever since the cold-bloeded 
massacre of 400 Spanish prisoners, here confined, by the Patriots, in retai- 
iation for some of the excesses committed by the command of that blood- 
thirsty savage, Murillo. The walls are much discoloured in places near 
the floor by stains of a brownish colour, which are asserted to have been 
produced by the blood that was so inhumanly shed on this occasion. It 
certainly has every appearance of being so. I saw distinctly many places 
in these walls where entrances had been skilfully closed up. They had 
been all arched, and were very narrow. Many close gratings are also 
inserted high up in these entrances, and everything shows it to have been 
a place of great strength and safetv. The only wonder to me is why the 
church of the present day does not buy up, and then level down with the 
ground, all such telltale mementoes of her former anti-Christian spirit, since 
Jeaving them thus standing entire, as does this buildmg, cannot certainly 
tend to diminish that feeling of deep, loathing abhorrence with which the 
more liberal spirit of the age now teaches even those of her own people to 
look upon these remembrancers of the fearful power she once possessed. 
Although men sit secure under the present happier government, it does not 
necessarily follow that a wide spirit of inquiry is not going forward, search- 
ing into first principles, and investigating whether there does not still exist 
in this church the same spirit which first called into being the relentless 
power of the blood-stained Inquisition, only awaiting a favourable oppor- 
tunity of re-asserting her supreme power over the lives, the consciences, 
and property of all! Let these look well, then, that the scotched serpent 
do not yet again enter her former iniquitious den, causing these halls, and 
cells, and walled-up passages once more to re-echo with the groanings of 
anguish, and food anew be found for the worst passions of the human heart! 
In passing out, I observed the figures 1770 chiselled over the great stair- 


case ; toolate, methought, to have completed a work only worthy the dark- 
est days of paganism.” 


Shall we not bless God, that our lot is cast in Northern and 
not in Southern America? Or rather, putting the question more 
correctly—shall we not be thankful that we were born in British 
and not in Spanish America, of Protestant and not of Popish pa- 
rents? Unless an infusion of sound Anglo-Saxon intellect and 
religion can be added to the corrupt mass of mingled anarchy and 
despotism, political anarchy and religious despotism, which over- 
whelm the lovely climes of the south, we have little hope of any 
better days. ‘They must either devour one another, as party after 
party has done—or become the prey of an iron dictator, like Fran- 
cia of Paraguay; in either case sinking deeper and deeper, with 
every generation, into ignorance, barbarism, and inhuman vice. 


Let us renew our prayer, and renew our efforts, crying while we 
labour, THY KINGDOM COME! 
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PAPISTRY OF THE XIX. 





CENTURY IN THE UNITED STATES. 
No. VIII. 


Tue pamphlet from which the following extracts are taken, 
contains thirty pages large print—and was evidently issued by 
Bishop ConwELL; or at least under his eye. We re-publish 
about 18 pages of it; being chiefly from the beginning and end 
of the pamphlet. There are curious confessions and develop- 
ments here, both of a personal and general kind. 


‘« Sundry Documents addressed to St. Mary’s Congregation.—Phil- 
adelphia :— Published by Bernard Dornin.—1821.” 


“TO THE RIGHT REV. THE BISHOP OF PHILADELPHIA.” 


‘*Conawago, 20th January, 1821, 

“« My Lord,* 

“Ir mutual confidence had been established between us, while I was in 
Philadelphia, I am inclined to believe that certain matters I intended to 
communicate, would lead to some beneficial consequences. But after 
much anxious reflection and consultation, I feel it still my painful duty to 
advise with your lordship concerning the line of conduct | am to pursue 
relative to Mr. Hogan. Your lordship may recollect that 1 mentioned to 
you, I perceived last summer, certain indications in him of exceptionable 
conduct as a clergyman. But my suspicions have been iully realized, 
when last in Philadelphia, by an explicit avowal of his sentiments. With- 
out entering into a further detail for the present, they are such as entitle me 
to pronounce him unworthy of confidence as a Catholic priest. Of these 
facts, however, I believe [ am the sole depository. Consequently they can 
be brought to bear upon your lordship’s proceedings only as ex post facto 
proofs against him. It remains now to be determined by your lordship, 
whether at all, or in what manner, a disclosure on my part would serve 
the cause of religion. We have lived for years on terms of the strictest int- 
macy. His friends are aware that I am now in the same house with Mr. 
Debarth, whose hasty proceedings I before censured with some asperity. 
Appearing in these circumstances against Mr. H., they will reproach me 
with ingratitude, with inconsistency, perhaps also with interested views. 
Such obloquy, however, I disregard, only inasmuch as it may seem to give 
some colour to their calumny, and render my depositions fruitless. But if 
your lordship be of a contrary opinion, the only question that remains, is, 
in what manner am I to proceed? If I direct a public letter to Philadel- 
phia, I wiil be deprived of the opportunity and advantayes of a timely re- 
ply, which probably may be requisite. Besides, I will be stigmatized as a 
mere tool, worked upon by Mr. D. B. If I were to threaten Mr. H. with 
my intentions, this intimation may enable him before the public to defeat 
the success of my erideavours. Now, my lord, it strikes me, that if I were 
to be confronted with two or three of his leading friends, and that we be 
sworn to secrecy, my depositions would prevail with them either to aban- 
don him, or be guided by prudent measures: but if your lordship views 
the matter in some other light, | am prepared to resign my conduct relative 
to this melancholy business, totally to vour direction. I feel | am placed in 
a very trving predicament, otherwise I would not presume to obtrude any 
of the above suggestions upon vour Jordship’s consideration, It requires 
very little research to foresee the jealousies and angry feelings my conduct 





*Lord of what? Lord of whom? Who made him Lord?—[Eptrs. ] 
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is likely to occasion in our families at home, whilst the unthinking and ma 

licious in the old and new world, will show me little mercy. But I confi- 
dently hope that the Lord whom I fear, will assist and protect me. I still 
entertain friendly and charitable feelings towards Mr. H. But my solemn 
duty to God, will always predominate over private considerations. I have 
now only to add, that if your lordship pleases, you may (under the veil of 
strict secrecv) show this letter to Mr. Cummisky. You have now only te 
speak, and rely on the ready compliance of youR LORDSHIP’S SUBMISSIVE 


SUBJECT.”* 
“G. D. Hocean, 
“Near Abbottstown, Adams County, Pennsylvania. 


“P.S. Perhaps it may be necessary to mention, that Mr. Debarthf is not 
at all concerned in this business.” 





‘The following is an answer to the above letter, by the Right Rev. 
Bishop Conwell, which many conjectured might have held out an induce- 
ment to the Rev. G. D. Hogan, to make a subsequent disclosure. 


‘* Philadelphia, January 27, 1821. 
“Rev. Dear Sir, 


‘** Yours of the 20th only came to hand thisday. Your immediate com- 
pliance with my desire that you should return to Conawago, confirmed the 
good opinion | had of you before I saw you; for 1 was previously led to 
believe by the relation of others, that you were under the influence of con- 
science, and had the fear of God in your heart, and nothing accordingly 
could induce me to signify the wish I had, that you shou!d go back so sud- 
denly, except the circumstances which you knew the clergy to be in here, 
for otherwise, | was disposed to retain you for a while at least, after confer- 
ring and consulting with the Rev. Mr. Barth. Considering that you were 
ordained for the diocess of Philadelphia, and entertaining the above opin- 
ion, I thought it by no means advisable to part with you, when the state of 
religion required many more priests than are employed on the mission here 
at present, and therefore knowing as vou do this to be the case, you canvot 
consider me as dealing unfairly with you, when I refused to give you an 
exeat, which probably on a reconsideration of the matter, you might be 
sorry for hereafter, if I had granted your request. 

**The Rev. Mr. Hannan tells me, that if he had come sooner, he could 
have prevented the publication of the pamphlet, which Doctor Kelly 
thought he could have done, by threatening to divulge something he knew 
about him. {f I knew the worst things possible of the gentleman in ques- 
tion, it wouid ill become me to give them publicity to the injury of the 
clerical order. I did not think proper to let Mr. Cummisky know any 
thing of your communication ; whatever intelligence I got of what came 
to your knowledge, I should be sorry to reveal or act upon as Jong as you 
wish it. Send me the particulars, and let me know how you and Mr. 
stand. Write to me by return of post. 


Iam, with affectionate regard, 
Yours sincerely, 
Henry, Bishop of Philadelphia. 





*This isa sample of a freeman, ina free country. Here is a citizen, calling 
himself the subject of another citizen! And yet both mean—nothing!!—[ Edts. } 

the curious reader will become better acquainted with this Priest by consulting 
p- 15, of Vol. I. of this Magazine, for January, 1835—the article headed “‘ 4 
Baltimore Priest.’’? Also, p. 88, same vol., article ‘“‘The Baltimore Priest, 
Again.’’—[ Eits.] 


¢ Bishop of Philadelphia. Does that city and all its people belong to the 
Pope ?—[ Edts.] 
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‘An Answer to the above. 
““Conawaga, 2d February, 1821. 


“I feel unaffectedly grateful to your lordship for condescending to hon- 
our me with your complimentary and friendly letter, and connecting your 
authority with its divine source, shall always feel it my sacred duty to 
endeavour to meet your lordship’sapprobation. ‘Though your lordship has 
charitably overlooked my indiscreet behaviour in Philadelphia, it is no less 
imperative on me to make what atonement lies in my power. 1 approached 
Philadelphia with a heavy heart from various causes; whilst subsequent 
apprehensions, (perhaps unwarrantably indulged) aggravated my feelings 
and dictated eertain irritable Janguage, for which, | now in the most un- 
qualified manner solicit your lordship’s indulgent forgiveness. After this 
digression prescribed by duty, I shall now cheerfully comply with your 
lordship’s wishes in the following communication. 

“Thinking me unwilling to go to Philadelphia, Mr. Hogan wrote to me, 
to mect him in Lancaster, which I accordingly did. Aware that I was 
under the impression of bad treatment, he imagined that a fair opportunity 
offered of warping my religious principles ; with this view he very artlully 
proposed to me “ to aceompany him to Bishop Hobart of New York, who 
would very eagerly receive us into his service, and that ina few years we 
might be able to lay by a comfortable provisien for life.” At the very 
mention of such a diabolical proposal,t I got quite confounded, which of 
course interrupted the conversation. But after some interval, he again 
urged it with: the most crafty ingenuity. I only answered him by insisting 
to hear no more about it; he then asked me “if he went to Hobart would 
[ then visit him:” Jreplied not; he then inquired “would I speak to 
him,” to which I replied I might if [ met him accidentally. He then ob- 
served, “TI was like all young priests, pious for the first two years, but that 
he never met one, who retained any faith, and that he never knew an hon- 
est man among them but one,” t mentioning his name, who by the bye was 
as vapid a fop as himself. ‘This anti-christian calumny of course I repro- 
bated in his presence. All this I intended tocommunicate to your lordship, 
when [ arrived in Philadelphia; on our way he remarked, that he wanted 
sadly to procure Luther’s works. ‘Though I had very little doubts of what 
he was upon, particularly after reading only a few pages of his pamphlet, 
yet to be fully satisfied, | asked him, did he since his suspension say regu- 
larly his office : to which he replied, not,even for some time before, and 
that he never would. In the stage, some Protestants from Carlisle, male 
as well as female, travelled with us, who frequently heard me expatiate 
on the sanctified life of our clergy in general. But his conduct in their 
presence was so gross, and so disedifying, that 1 was frequently obliged 
to hang down my head in confusion. When your lordship refused to speak 
to me in private, | imagined then it was for want of confidence, which 
naturally mortified me sorely; 1 came back to him and asked would he 
accompany me to Ireland, if I obtained my exeat, he replied he would, 
This I did with a view to prevent him from apostacy ; considering that if 
he went there, the persuasion of friends and remorse, might eonvert him. 
I, however, assured him, unless he disavowed all notions of apestacy, I 
would abandon him, and lie on my own oars: he then said he was not 
serious, in alluding to the apostacy alone, but in some time after declared 





*Lord Bishop of Philadelphia. That is, Prince as;well as pastor'!—[ Edts.} 

tThis is lamb-like. What are we poor parits folks, if a Protestant Bishop of 
the highest tone is only an agent of Satan ?—[ Edts.] 

¢This is precisely what Gavin, Blanco White, and all witnesses say—The Priests 
are infidels, is their own testimony.—{ Edts. } 
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“he would not officiate as priest, he said he would (knowing me not to 
have passage money) bear my expenses to any diccess in the world, I 
chose to go to.” I have stated matters in order and even verbally as they 
occurred, that your lordship may judge whether ] was warranted in deem- 
ing him unworthy of confidence as a Catholic priest any longer, or is there 
any reliance to be placed on his declaration in the circumstances I mention, 
that he was not serious. For my part, I solemnly declare, that I think it 
was expressed solely with the design to moderate my evident horror of the 
act, and | would be qualified to depose that I believe he is not tinctured 
with one remaining ray of Catholic faith. I differ in opinion in this, as 
well as in many other things, with Mr. Hannan, that he could prevent the 
publication of the pamphlet, had he arrived in due time. 1 am firmly per- 
suaded (still I may be in error) that it was designed as a desperate resource 
of conscious guilt in this country. I feel sincerely indebted to your lordship, 
for your kind inquiry about my situation here. Whatever may be the 
occasional causes of my discontent, it is my sincere desire they shall not 
interfere with your lordship’s arrangements. am content to languish in 
passive silence here for many reasons, until your lordship can conveniently 
relieve me. In the dispensations of a benign Providence, it is meet | 
should suffer something for some imperfections from which I by no means 
claim an exemption ; Iam resolved not to differ with Mr. D. B. upon any 
provocation. His former kindness to me, and correct conduct up toa ven- 
erable old age, ought to suppress every rising emotion caused only by his 
natural warmth of temper. But if your lordship do still desire it, | author- 
ise the Rev. Mr. Cummisky to show you a confidential letter | sent him 
yesterday, which is a faithful exposé of our misunderstandings here. I 
only received your lordship’s letter this evening. lam preparing to start 
for Carlisle in the morning, which may account for the inaccuracies and 
omissions that are visible in this scrawl. I have not leisure to write it 
over, but will trust to your lords/ip’s indulgence. I have the honour to be 
your lordship’s obedient obliged suBsEcT,* 
“DPD. G. Hocan. 


“ Right Rev. Dr. Conwell. 
Conewago, 20th February, 1821. 





‘* Last week I received the following note from Mr. H : 


‘‘ Philadelphia, February 11th, 1821. 





‘* My Dear George, 


** Doctor Conwell is handing about a letter from you, in which you 
mention (as he expressed it,) that [ intended to join Bishop Hobart. I 
dont believe you have written such a letter, as it would be false, or you 
misunderstood me. Perhaps I might have said, that my persecutions might 
almost drive anv man to desperation. Write to me by return of post, a 
letter which I can show the public, saving that I only said if my persecu- 
tions would drive any man to desperation. [ thought you were the last 
to injure mes You know well if [ wished to join Hobart, or any other 
protestant bishop, I might have done it long since, but I shall not sacrifice 
my faith nor my honour. Are you too, one of my persecutors? Let me 
know your answer by return of post, and let it be what it ought to be. 

‘“Wittiam Hogan. 


* After due deliberation, I answered him in the following manner: 


“Tf only received vesterday, vour strange call upon me to retract what I 
mentioned to Dr. Conwell about you. | mercly stated what literally oe- 





*And yet this man, thus openly certifying to his own bondage, calls himself a 
citszen of afree country. Subject isa civil, not a spiritual relation.—({ Edts.] 
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curred between us in Lancaster and afterwards, to justify me in believing 
you were no longer impressed with the principles and sentiments of a 
Catholic priest. If [ be mistaken, no event ever occurred that will afford 
me greater satisfaction, neither will 1 have any hesitation in retracting 
(only as to his future conduct) my opinion even before the public, should 
this be made certain, until then “ quod seripsi scripsi.” tt appears one of 
your friends has mentioned that he could prevent the pubiication of your 
pamphlet, had he arrived in due time, by threatening to disclose some of 
your misconduct in Ireland. ‘This | denied in my letter to Dr. C. as far as 
I knew, neither need you be afraid that I will ever reveal what passed 
between us in the moment of unreserved confidence,* (nothing regarding 
his character). In writing that letter, my object was to reform you, and 
no matter who may blame me, I shall always feel the consolation of 
discharging a conscientious duty, both as a Christian and a friend. 
With the most sincere sympathy for your present unhappy situation, I 
am, &c &c. 


“ Before I sent off the letter, [ consulted a discreet friend, and kept a 
copy, lest he might take an unfair advantage of the words I used. Your 
lordship cau easily perceive my motive in replying at all, and in the man- 
ner: probably if f had seen his second pamphlet I would not notice his let > 
ter, which is the last | shall ever acknowledge, unless a sincere conversion 
ensues. But(alas!) this f never expect, unless the Lord interposes in a 
very extraordinary manner. tn the infinitnde of his charity, may he avert 
the consequences to reliwion, which shall be the fervent prayer of your lord- 
ship’s obedient sussect,t 

G. D. Hocan. 


“Personally appeared before me, one of the aldermen for the city of 
Philadelphia, G. D. Hogan, whi, on his solemn oath doth declare and say, 
that each of the three letters signed G. D. Hogan, are his production, and 
that the facts therein are substantially correct. 


“ Sworn and subscribed before me, this 24th day of February, 1821. 
“ Joun Dovuet.ass, Alderman.” 





LETTER FROM THE ARCHBISHOP OF BALTIMORE TO THE BISHOP OF PHILADELPHIA. 


‘* Baltimore, 21st January, 1821. 
“ My Dear Lord,} 


“| think it my duty to communicate to you my answer to the new “ap- 
peal” of Mr. Hovan to me, as metropolitan. 


* Rev Sir, 


“Alter the public appeal you made to the congregation of St. Mary’s, 
by the most abominable pamphlet that has ever disgraced the church of 
God in this country, you have no longer any right whatever to call on me 





*And yet the reprobate had volunteered to his ‘‘ Lord,’’ a disclosure, not only 
confidential, but as his friend and kinsman says—false! ‘These inside views are 
shocking.—[ Edts.] 

tLet the public remember this relation of the bishops and their priests and fol- 
lowers. We now see plainly,what Mr. Eccleston means by his ‘‘ jurisdiction’’ as 
‘Archbishop of Baltimore ’’—{ Edts.] 

tHow modest and republican? How like Peter writing to Paul? How like 
the address of Paul’s letters to Timothy and Titus and Philemon? My Dear 
Lord Titus! That would soanad odd!—|[ Eats.) 
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as metropolitan. No! not even under the vulgar pretext of your being 
innocent and persecuted. 
‘Amp. A. B. 


** Baltimore, 21s! January, 1821. 


* May God, the author and source of all consolations, support you, my 
dear lord, in your great tribulations. 


I am, respectfully, 
Your humble obedient servant, 


Ampo. A B. Balt. 


MR. HOGAN TO BISHOP FLAGET. 


“< December 11th, 1820, Philadelphia. 
* Most Rev. Sir, 


“[ have received your paternal letter in due time, and should have an- 
swered it immediately, did I not think it more prudent to wait for an 
answer to my letter to the people of Louisville. which after your lordship’s 
letter was to decide me. I shall, God willing, proceed to Louisville as soon 
as possible. With regard to vour requiring of me to leave Louisville when 
you think proper, you need put no such question to me. 

“ Whenever your lordship sees that I will not edify by my conduct, 
and instruct by my discourses, you can of course remove me; but until 
then, I hope you will not. The people of Louisville will procure lodgings 
for me. 1 have the honour to be your lordship’s humble servant. 


Wiurwuiam Hocan. 


*“ The Bishop of Bardstown enclosed the above in a letter to Dr. Con- 
well, in which he asserts, that he was scandalized at the improper spirit 
manifested in it, and declared he would never give him faculties in his dio- 
cess without a due term of probation in his seminary. But having receiv~ 
ed the first pamphlet (sent him by the Rev. Wm. Hogan), he wrote again 
to Dr. Conwell, and declared he never could receive such a jacobin on any 
condition. 

“In reading the pamphlets of the Rev. William Hogan, we find that he 
wilfully passes over that absolute power invested in bishops by the wisdom 
of the Council of Trent, whereby (for the good of religion and the correc- 
tion of their subjects) they may withdraw their spiritual power, which are 
always revocable at will, particularly in a missionary country like this, “ for 
any conscientious reason, even for a hidden crime, even without trial, ‘ex 
quacumque causa, etiam ob occultum crimen, etiam extrajudicialiter.’ ”— 
Council. Trent, Sess, 14. Cap. 10. 

“So absolute and necessary is the power invested in bishops by this holy 
council, that as far as it regards the employing of inferior ministers in their 
diocess, no power on earth can oblige them to give faculties to those whom 
they conscientiously consider unworthy, nor bring them to an account for 
withdrawing spiritual powers from them for conscientious motives as stated 
in the above canon. Such was the decision of the sacred congregation of 
cardinals, in the year 1761. Moreover, they concluded, that from such an 
exercise of episcopal power no appeal could be made; and that the priest 
who presumes to exercise the clerical functions, in defiance of such prohi- 





*These intercallary remarks are from Dr. Conwe tt, the author of the publi- 
cation; who connects the correspondence by these explanatory details.—[ Edts.] 
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bition, becomes irregular, tpso facto. Feraris, Bibliotheca Canonica, vol. 
7, ar. 1, on Suspension. 

“It was by the power granted to bishops in this and other canons, that 
faculties were withdrawn from William Hogan by Dr. Conwell, in virtue 
of what canonists term “ conscientia informata,” or private charges. In- 
dependently, however, of the charges lodged in Dr. Conwell’s bosom, and 
for which the Catholic mmunity has been deprived of so valuable a man, 
there is a sufficiency of reasons already given in the foregving letters, to 
justify the bishop in his proceedings against Mr, Hogan. 


‘““TO THE RIGHT REV. DR. CONWELL.” 


«New York, March 1st, 1821. 
* Right Rev. Dear Sir, 

“[ have heard this morning that some females of your congregation, 
offered a petition to a meeting at some hall to be adopted by it, and to be 
presented to your lordship for the restoration of William Hogan. May the 
Almighty enlighten these poor deluded creatures. My opinion has been 
asked by many persons concerning Mr. Hogan’s canons, | answered, that 
they were artfully calculated to lead into error, those who were ignoront of 
ecclesiastical censures, and that the pompous quotations contained in his 
addresses avail nothing, not being to the purpose as regards the simple 
prohibition given to a clergyman to exercise his clerical functions. But 
even did they tend to condemn your lordship; pray with what authority 
does this man presume to declare you guilty ‘of censures? Mr. Hogan’s 
conduct on this occasion, reminds me of that of the memorable father of 
the reformation, who having been excommunicated by Leo the 10th, ex- 
communicated his holiness in his turn. Notwithstanding the efforts mak- 
ing at Philadeiphia to destroy religion, | am sure that “by your firmness 
and the grace of God, vou will frustrate their diabolical designs* and pro- 
mote religion? scause, Wishing you comfort in your unexpected affliction, 
I am, &e. &e, 

Joun ConNOLLY, 
Dishop of New York. 





‘“PXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM A CELEBRATED DIVINE.” 


“Among the errors of the pretended reformers in the sixteenth century, 


many of them with a view of ingratiating themselves with the princes of 


this world, flattered them that they had a “right to nominate and dismiss 
their pastors : and that therefore, bishops and inferior priests, appointed 
without their concurrence, were not their lawful pastors. ‘This error was 
condemned in the following words: ‘ That those who are only appointed 
by the people to exercise the sacred functions, and those who of their own 
authority presume to exercise them, are not pastors of the church.’ Coun- 
cil of Trent, Sess. 23, Chap. 4.” 

« As to the secondary pastors, they have in all ages been appointed by 
the bishops without the concurrence of the laity.t The only appeal which 
ever was made to them, (aud the custom is still observed) consists in a 
simple address made by the ordaining bishop, to those who are present. 
Before he commences the lawful ceremony, he requests the spectators in 
the name of the church, to declare if they know of any faults or vices in 





*It is hardly civi/, though it may be episcopal, to accuse ladies of being in 
league with the great enemy of mankind!—[ Edts. ] 

tThe falsity of this statement is obvious to every scholar. But we chiefly 
request attention to it, as it reveals the anti-popudar nature of Papism.—[ £dts. | 
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those who are to be ordained, which would render them unworthy of 
priesthood. ‘The bishop, in case no accusation be made, proceeds to their 
ordination, which being once concluded, he receives into his hands the 
solemn promise of canonical obedience* every one of them make to him 
and his lawful successors; and sends them to any part of his diocess, 
where he thinks their ministry may be most useful or necessary. 

**It were surely useless, to observe here, that a few obscure individuals 
would labeur in vain to obtain the privilege of electing by votes their first 
and secondary pastors. The slender knowledge of ecclesiastical matters 
which the generality of men possess; the very imperfect acquaintance 
which some of them have of even the first elements of their religion ; and 
above all, the actual transgressions of the most important and imperative 
laws of God, and of the church in which mary habitually live, exclude 
them evidently from that sacred and momentous office. If the subject was 
of less importance than religion is, the idea of characters like these, claim- 
ing, and exercising the right of choosing the ministers of Jesus Christ, 
would be an object of the justest ridicule. ‘They must indeed first renounce 
the name, as they have done the substance of Catholicity, before they can 
assert they have a natural right to elect their own pastorst Their folly 
would be less, were they to hope that they can stop the course of the sun, 
than to hope that the Catholic church will even acknowledge in them such 
aright. The laws of nature may be interrupted; but we know that an 
error subversive of the constitution of Christ’s empire, can never prevail 
in it. Not only a few laymen, but even-whole nations would strive in vain 
to wrest by force from his holiness the power of appointing their own pas- 
tors by popular votes. Nor let these weak men imagine that by menaces 
they can ever bring the holy father to comply with their preposterous wishes. 
Let them remember that unfortunately great nan, who lately held France, 
and all the continental nations of Europe bound down to his throne. He 
exerted every nerve to obtain from the pope, that the prelates of his mighty 
and extensive empire, should be appointed not by popular election, (he 
never asked so much) but in some particular cases, by the Metropolitan 
according to ancient usage. Yet his unbounded power could never attain 
that object.{ In vain did he lead his intrepid legions to the gates of Rome ; 
in vain did he disperse the noble families of that great city which he sus- 
pected were opposed to his ambitious designs; in vain did the thunder of 
his cannon shake the pontifical throne to its basis; the vicar of Jesus 
Christ remained inflexible, for he knew his duty. ‘The tyrant ordered Pope 
Pius the 7th into exile. But that great and venerable pontiff chose rather 
to be incarcerated in a dungeon than to make a concession which he fore- 
saw, would be chiefly employed to tear asunder the bands of Catholic unity. 
It is not, therefore, to be supposed, that a few persons in a congregation, 
without power or influence, could effect such a purpose. 


«The late Dr. Carroll, first Archbishop of Baltimore, makes the follow 
ing decision on that subject: 


‘«¢ Bishops have an absolute right to approve, institute, and confer spiritual 
jurisdiction to the inferior clergy in their diocesses, and that without such 
approbation and institution they cannot lawlully administer the sacraments, 
or exercise any pastoral functions. Bishops have not only a right, but an 





*Canonical obedience. 'Thatis subjection to the absolute power of the Prince 
Bishop. ‘ My Lord’’—‘‘Your Subject:’’ these are the commentary.—[ Edis. ] 

+tThis is true: there is an inherent opposition between Papism and the natural 
rights of men.—[ Edts.] 

tPope Pius VII. yielded all Napoleon desired; and then retracted all when he 
saw a better bargain on the other side.—[ Edts.] 

§This is mere rhetoric. Unhappily the bogs of Ireland from which Bishop Con- 
well came, have no great facilities for studying history,—[ Edts. ] 
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obligation in virtue of their office, to inform themselves of the conduct ot 
all pastors in their diocesses, and examine charges against them, whether 
they be made by the congregation, or by other sufficient and eredible wit- 
nesses ; and to suspend or diseharge them from their stations, as the case 
may require. Nay, more—it may sometimes be the duty of the bishop to 
dismiss the pastor even against the will of a large majority of the congre- 
gation; as when a very scandalous priest, of whose immorality he has 
certain proof, has succeeded by artifice to obtain the support and favour of 
the greatest part of the people. Such cases are not uncommon. If this 
power were ever necessary in a bishop, it is most peculiarly so in this 
country ; and lamentable as the consequences would be. it is a lesser evil 
that a whole congregation should leave the communion of the church, than 
that bishops should yield this right ; nor would their baseness in yielding 
it, prejudice the divine right of episcopacy. ‘To maintain themselves in 
their posts, bad clergymen would only have to secure a few leading and in- 
fluentiai characters, who govern the minds of others. 

“In virtue of a decree of the Council of Trent passed in the fourteenth 
session, bishops have authority to suspend even the beneficed clergy, with- 
out previous monitions, for private crimes, which no tribunal on earth can 
oblige them to reveal, and from which penalty thus inflicted by suspension, 
there is no provision in the code of canon law for an appeal, even to his 
holiness the pope, to justify the exercise of the clerical functions under any 
pretence whatsoever. ‘The bishop is appointed the sole judge in that case, 
and conscience is to be his guide. This is not well accommodated to the 
new canons intended for the regulation of the reformed independent Cath- 
re ial but, notwithstanding, it is law, and must accordingly be 
endured, 





“ Henry, by the grace of God, and the approbation of the Holy 
Apostolical See, Bishop of Philadelphia, 


** Gives notice to our dear brethren and children in Christ, committed 
Ve his pastoral care and superintendance, wishing them health and every 

essing. 

** Whereas it is currently reported, and the publieation of it in a late 
pamphlet gives credit to the report, that the Rev. William Hogan, who is 
deprived of all faculties to perform priestly functions within our diocess, 
by our express and positive charge of prohibition, delivered to him offici- 
ally in the presence of the Rev. Mr. Kenny, the Rev. Mr. Hurly, and the 
Rev. Mr. Rolof, pastors in this our said diocess of Philadelphia, on Tues- 
day the 12th day of December last—intends notwithstanding the canonica} 
disabilities he lies under, to perform the functions of the said ministry of 
the priesthood, in open disregard of church authority, which we are very 
loth to believe, but having just grounds to apprehend that such might 
eventually happen to he the case, and to prevent any of our dear flock from 
participating in his guilt, if he should be so far lost to every sense of duty 
and clerical feeling, as to commit this heinvus transgression, and thus render 
himself irregular, ipso facto: we shall then, as it is our bounden duty to 
do, not hesitate for a moment to perform the most painful task that can 
possibly come within the bishop’s province to fulfil, that is, to separate the 
said William Hogan from the Catholic church, and from all the benefits 
and privileges which the members of the church are partakers of, by pas- 
sing on him the sentence of excommunication,* by the forms and ceremonies 
prescribed in the Roman ritual observances ; which shall take place imme- 
diately after the said Rev. William Hogan shall attempt to perform any 





*See this threatened Excommunication as subsequently pronounced, printed by 
us on pp. 524—5, of vol. III. (for November, 1837) of this Magazine.—[Edts.’ 
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sacerdotal office er function of the ministry. Wherefore, notice is hereby 
given to him and all parties concerned, that they may be duly warned 
against impending danger, and that we may have nothing to reproach our- 
selves with, but that it may be considered his own work, as having given 
the cause, beseeching him at the same time, to pray to the giver cf all 
good gifts, to inspire him with the fear of God, and with sentiments 
of compassion for his poor soul, to prevent this heavy judgment, and to 
avoid the company of such men as are encouraging him to this rash act, 
who are his greatest enemies under the mask of appearing to be his friends. 

‘“* And these his friends and advisers are also warned to meditate on what 
they are doing, and to pray to God to turn their hearts, for they can give 
him nothing which can be a compensation for the loss he must necessarily 
sustain, by following their counsels, and losing his God. 

* And let them also reflect, that all those who communicate with him 1x 
pivinis, that is, in spirituals, by listening to his preaching, or by receiving 
sacraments from him, shali be separated from the church, in like manner, by 
the sentence of excommunication, of which all the parties concerned are to 
tuke heed. And may the blessing of God the Father, and the Son, and 
the Holy Ghost, remain always with them. 

“Given under my hand, this 11th day of February, 1821. 


“Henry, Bishop of Philadelphia. 





THE CAUSE OF EVANGELIZATION IN FRANCE. 


Letter from a French Pastor. 


Lyons, 22nd, July, 1839. 
Rev'd Sir, and beloved Brother in Christ: 


Your letter of 4th June, has proved the source of great pleasure 
to me. Both personally and as a servant of God, I welcome it as 
a delightful testimony of Christian affection. May the Lord’s own 
love be more and more abundantly manifested to you and yours. 

You are desirous of extending the knowledge of the blessed 
gospel in this poor benighted and rebellious land, by establishing in 
iis capital an English place of worship of the Presbyterian denom- 
ination ; andif the plan you are forming for this purpose succeeds, 
there will, no doubt, be cause for joy and thanksgiving for an ad- 
ditional means of Christian usefulness. To what extent the prob- 
able results of such an institution may be carried, I am not compe- 
tent, especially at Lyons, with much accuracy, to judge,—as far as 
a general view of the subject may enable me to form an opinion, I 
am disposed to think that the residence at Paris of three active 
ministers, preaching the gospel of salvation in English, is a fact 
which materially affects the merits of the question,—men, too, of 
great weight: The Rev. E. N. hirk, an American brother, and the 
Rev. Messrs. Lovett and Wilks, two English brethren, the latter of 
whom has been established at Paris, now, for nearly a quarter of a 
century. All three are exercising their ministry, and are also, I 
believe, more or less, lamenting the smallness of their respective 
congregations. It ought, likewise, to be remembered, that the 
character and amount of a population at Paris, speaking the Eng- 
lish as their native tongue, must necessarily be both fluctuating and 
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limited, although it be, on the other hand, equally true, that the la- 
bours even of three faithful ministers appertaining to the Anglican 
and Independent denominations, do not, absolutely, supply the 
want of a Presbyterian church.* But you have another object in 
view, viz: to establish a relation between your General Assembly 
and the French Reformed Churches, by means of which you might 
aid in diffusing strength throughout the whole country, in an evan- 
gelical point of view. In replying to the questions you do me the 
honour of proposing on this subject, 1 beg to remark : 

I. That the Reformed Church of France, (\’Eglise Reformée de 
France,) i. e. the Nationa] Protestant church, is like other national 
religious establishments, in immediate conuection with the state by 
which it is recognized, authorized and maintained. Each individ- 
ual congregation within its pale, is governed by a Consistoire presid- 
ed by the pastor or pastors previously elected by this body, and 
sanctioned by the King. But since this system of Church Constitu- 
tion and Government leaves much to be desired with regard to the 
election of pastors as well as to the freedom of action for the diffu- 
sion of the gospel, both by pious ministers and laymen, there have i 
sprung up a certain number of separate congregations not connected 
with the state, nor recognised by it, but existing under the patronage ' 
and by the support of certain 

II. Evangelical Societies, established for the purpose of forming 
and maintaining such churches, supplying them with ministers and 
schoolmasters, (who, in the case of the Geneva Society, are fre- 
quently young men educated at their own college,) as well as for 
the carrying on a more general work of evangelization, by means 
of Colporteurs employed to sell, from house to house, the Sacred 
Scriptures and evangelical tracts, and to converse on the concern 
of the soul, &c. &c. i 

Now it will not be difficult to decide which of these two bodies 
stands most in need of aid ? Certainly there are parishes and church- 
es within the precincts of the national establishment, where help 
is wanted, bya pious clergyman, to extend his sphere of usefulness, 
although, both the church and the schools be maintained by the 
public treasury, but it is evident that pecuniary succour is most ur- 
gently needed by the Evangelical Societies which exist entirely 
independent both of the direction and the support of the state, and 
which diffuse the help they are enabled to impart, in such quarters 
of Christian usefulness as are beyond the reach of the state-purse. 
I need scarcely add, that the two PRINCIPAL societies of this kind, 
labouring in France upon an extensive scale, are the Evangelical 
Societies of Paris and of Geneva. Besides these, however, there is a 

III. Body of extensive Christian usefulness, and this exists in 
the second city of this kingdom, in which it occupies the almost 
unique position of independency both with regard to the state and 
also to the Evangelical Societies, having been planted neither by 
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*I have received, whilst writing the present letter, the visit of an excellent 
brother pastor of Paris, who participates in the views expressed above, and info-ms 
me that there has been recently established, at Paris, an Episcopal church, with an 


English Bishop at its head. 
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the one nor by the other. The Evangelical Church of Lyons arose 
out of a spirit of opposition against the Rev. Adolphus Monod, on 
account of his ardor in the manifestation of orthodox gospel prin- 
ciples, which terminated in his expulsion from the National! pulpit 
of Lyons, and and thus became the occasion of the formation of 
the New Church, in the spring of the year 1€32, before the exist- 
ence of the Evangelical Society of Paris. From that time to the 
present, the church has subsisted just as the Evangelical Societies 
themselves subsist, viz., by means of such benevolent offerings as 
it pleases the Father of Mercies to dispose the hearts of men to 
afford it, besides that part of its support which it derives from the 
contribution of its own members as a church, which, however 
owing to the poverty of by far the greater number, is utterly inad- 
equate. I have stated above that the Lyons church occupies a 
position almost uniqne in this country, but should perhaps have 
been more correct if I had omitted the word almost, for I can not 
bring to my mind any one church in this kingdom, which, with 
means so feeble, has to seek where it can, (that is, wherever the 
Lord may be pleased to open resources for that purpose, ) the entire 
amount of the help it needs, to be enabled to cultivate so vasta field of 
labour. In stating this, I beg, however, most expressly to sub- 
join that my motive for doing so is mixed with no unfriendly feeling 
towards Christian brethren with whom, on the contrary, l am happy 
to confess myself on terms of the most fraternal and kindly inter- 
course, labouring with them, hand-in-hand, in the same good cause 
and under the blessing of the same good Master. My single de- 
sire is to let the fact be known to brethren abroad, who take so 
lively an interest in the spiritual state of France, that the Evangel- 
ical church in this great commercial and manufacturing city, has 
been established and is maintained in the character of a separate 
and independent religious body, occupying the centre of that wide 
extent of ground over which, it seems specially raised up, to spread 
the knowledge of the gospel of the Son of God. 

Twice that blessed gospel is preached in this city every Sabbath, 
and twice again in the week. 

Once, and sometimes twice, every Sabbath, it is preached in the 
neighborhood. Once every Sabbath, and once in the week, it is 
proclaimed to a German congregation, which though small, as yet, 
has throurh the goodness of God, increased lately, whilst we must 
confess with deep regret,the English service has fallen to the ground 
for want of hearers. We have, besides, 

A Young Men’s Society, for the distribution, every Lord’s day, 
of religious tracts, and holding religious intercoutse in the open air, 

A boy’s day school, 

A girl’s ditto. 

An infant asylum for both sexes, 

A weekly catechetical instruction for boys and girls, 

A sunday school, 

An adult school, for men, ed 

An adult school, for women, en 

And an evangelical society, labouring for the dissemination of 
the sacred scriptures and religious tracts, establishing visits to 

such families as are yet ignorant of the way of salvation. 
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The success with which it has pleased God to crown our labours 
hitherto, is such, as to strengthen our faith, and to encourage us to 
go forward. We believe that ‘‘ the Lord hath much people in this 
city,’’ where there ever has been such a people, from the days of Po- 
thinus and Irenzus, to those of Agobard, to those of Petart also, 
to those of the five Swiss martyrs, and those of the massacre of 
St. Bartholomew, and even to the present blessed period, wherein 
more than three hundred souls have already been openly made manifest 
as turned from darkness to light, whilst thousands, nay many tens 
of thousands remain, as yet, in that darkness. Overflowing audi- 
ences at divine worship, have long since afforded the most positive 
proof of the inadequacy of our present accommodation for sittings, 
and that the time is come when it is proper to open a chapel for an 
audience which far surpasses the limits of a concert room. 

It was, in consequence, resolved, last year, to open a subscription 
for this purpose, the congregation itself, being utterly incapable 
without powerful aid, to engage in an enterprize so momentous. 
The subjoined appeal, circulated among Christians in France, 
Switzerland, and England, has been met by contributions amount- 
ing at present to about forty-five thousand francs. After great and 
laborious researches, suitable premises have at length been found, 
and purchased in the spirit of humble faith and fervent prayer, that 
God might make that house His own. ‘The price is 87,500 francs ; 
and large as this sum may appear, (it exceeds even the estimate 
we had ourselves formed last year,) it is really moderate in propor- 
tion to the current value of house property in Lyons. As they now 
stand, the premises are very fit to be converted into a chapel, with 
rooms above fora boys’ school and an infant asylum, and with dwell- 
ing for master and mistress; after which arrangements there will 
even remain a detached spare building, which is intended to be 
re-sold in diminution of the expenses of transforming and fitting 
up the rest, but these being very considerable, will probably more 
than absorb the value of the said spare portion of the premises, 
and bring up the total cost of the chapel and schools, when com- 
pleted, to 95,000 or 100,000 francs. The government’s duty alone, 
on the purchase of the property, is 5,300 francs, which we have 
already paid, and the first instalment of the purchase money to be 
paid down on the 15th October next, is 36,500 francs. When this 
sum shall have been discharged, our treasury will be nearly exhaust- 
ed, and yet there remains to be provided for residue of building and 
of current expenses of the year, upwards of 50,000 francs, and this 
notwithstanding the utmost simplicity and economy in all things, 
and although we have the services of an excellent architect gratis. 
This Christian brother resides at Geneva, but has more than once, 
and at his own expense, came over to aid the building committee 
with his counsel, plans, &c., and proposes to continue his valuable 
services, and even to fix himself on the spot, as may be required 
from time to time, until the building shall be completed. His name, 
beside this, is found on the list of contributors. 

These particulars, dear Sir, will shew the nature and extent of 
the channels of Christian usefulness now open in France generally, 
and in this portion of it particularly; you may, therefore, easily 
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suppose how joyfully your announcement of an approaching remit- 
tance to the Lyons church has been received, and how fervent are 
our feelings of thankfulness towards the generous donors. Your 
letter has, however, reached me by the town post, and notwith- 
standing every endeavour, I very much regret to say, I have not 
been able to find out Mr. Simmons. He must have left our city 
almost as soon as he had reached it. 

And now accept for yourself and for the beloved church “ of 
which the Holy Ghost hath made you the overseer,”’ the most fra- 
ternal salutation, in the spirit of Christian love, believing me, dear 
sir, and beloved brother, your gratefully attached and feeble fellow- 
labourer in Christ’s Church, 

C. A. Corpses, pastor. 


P.S.—Besides the preaching stations mentioned in the preceding 
letter, others might be founded, as well as schools, had we the means. 
We have from time to time the mortifying duty of refusing instruc- 
tion, both from the pulpit and in the school-room, to communities 
applying for it with earnestness. Help is much needed.—One 
school in a very populous district has been recently shut up for 
want of means. 
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[For the Baltimore Literary and Religious Magazine. ] 


UNITY OF THE CHURCH es 


Aut the true members of the church, that is, all redeemed and 
regenerated persons, being united to Christ the Head, form one 
mystical body, whether they be in the church militant or triumphant, 
in earth or in heaven. And even those elect persons who are not 
yet called and ingrafted into Christ, are considered by him as be- 
longing to this body, as when he says, ‘‘ I have other sheep which 
are not of this fold,” meaning, the predestinated among the gen- 
tiles. So, for the encouragement of Paul, at Corinth, Christ tells 
him, ‘I have much people in this city.’”” When the elect of God 
are collected together in heaven, the body of Christ will be com- 
plete, in every part, not a member missing; nor any one redundant. 
But as the elect are only known to God, He alone can survey this 
glorious body. 

The visible church consists of all who make profession of the 
true religion, with their households; but in this number there are 
many, who are not truly united to Christ, as the living branches to 
the vine, but are dead, and of course unfruitful branches, who have 
really no part nor lotin the saving blessings of the covenant. The 
external or visible church is so far one, that wherever its branches 
are scattered, all acknowledge the same head, and profess the same 
faith, as to essentials; for if any, bearing the Christian name, de- 
part from any of the fundamental doctrines of the Christian religion, 
such persons, or societies cannot any longer be said to belong to 
the church of Christ; but, however they retain the name, they have 
apostatized from the company of the faithful, and must be reckon- 
ed to be heretics, with whom Christians cannot hold communion. 
The visible church, existing in many different countries, all over 
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the earth, cannot possibly meet together and worship in one gene- 
ral assembly. Professors of the true religion must form them- 
selves into local societies, for mutual edification, and social wor- 
ship. ‘These local societies, whether in city or country, when 
properly organized, must have officers to keep order, and a teach- 
er or teachers to instruct them, and when thus organized, upon 
gospel principles, each of them is a church of Christ; but sull 
they are all parts and portions of the church general, and not inde- 
pendent bodies, which have no relation to other churches. They 
are the disciples of one Master—the subjects of one King—are un- 
der the same Jaws—and profess to be travelling to the same country. 
All these separate societies, however they may be distinguished by 
denomination, or however remote from each other, and unknown to 
each other, go to make up the visible kingdom of Christ: and as 
they all belong to one kingdom, thev should scek, as far as external 
condition and circumstances admit, to hold communion with each 
other. And it is a reasonable inference, from what has been said, 
that if any of these societies or local churches, should fall into fun- 
damental error, and obstinately adhere to it, the other branches of 
Christ’s kingdom, should withdraw from them, as heretics and apos- 
tates. And as many cases may arise, in which a particular church, 
through ignorance, prejudice, or interest may deviate from the rule 
which Christ has given, it is in accordance with the principles of 
the unity of the church, that an appeal should lie from the acts and 
judgments of the particular church, to the whole body; or for the 
sake of convenience, to such a part of the body as can be consult- 
ed. And the decision of the major part of the whole church must 
govern all who belong to the body. But as large portions of the 
church, may also fall into error, what remedy have they who con- 
scientiously believe that the bodies by which the church general 
are represented have erred, and acted and decided in a manner 
inconsistent with the laws of Christ’s house; must they, because a 
minority, submit to what they are convinced is wrong? This will 
be answered by a distinction between such things as we may dis- 
approve, while they do not interfere with our sense of duty, or 
exact of us such compliances as are contrary to the dictates of our 
consciences, and such things as are essential. Cases of the first 
class must often occur in every society, however small, and if the 
minority refuse to submit to the majority, there is an end of all 
society, for all such associations are founded on this principle. 
But if a single church has come together and performed an act, is 
it not tyranny for a Presbytery or Synod, or any larger body to set 
it aside? According to this principle, the particular churches are 
enslaved to the higher judicatories. No more than the minority 
of a particular church si enslaved to the majority of the same. If 
they remain in society, there must be submission of individuals and 
minor parties 10 a majority of the body. If, however, the things 
in which submission is required deeply affect the consciences of 
the numbers in the minority, or of any individual, they have a right 
to withdraw from the body; and this should be done, rather than 
violate the dictates of conscience. Such a departure is not of the 
nature of schism: it is a case of necessity founded on clear scrip- 
tural principles. No church or synod can possess a power to 
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oblige me to do what I believe to be wrong. As in the time of 
Christ, it was determined, that if any person acknowledged him to 
be the Messiah, he should be put out of the Synagogue ; such a reso- 
lution of the existing ecclesiastical authorities could have no bind- 
ing force on one who believed in Christ. If, however, the person 
or party, withdrawing from a society is mistaken, then he does 
wrong, for error unless insensible does not excuse, however far back 
the voluntary cause of the error may be found. 

If all professing Christians could conveniently meet and worship 
together, it is evident, that every thing left to be decided by the 
church should be determined by a majority of the whole. Bodies of 
any kind can be governed in no other way, than by majorities ; 
unless they adopt the principle that unanimity Is necessary to 
every act. This principle has been adopted by the Sandunarian 
Baptists of Scotland; and for a while, the Quakers professed to act 
upon it; until it was found an impracticable rule, in their late dis- 
sensions. Indeed, it never can be a rule of action to any body, 
unless they can be sure of perfect unanimity; for, to say, that 
where there was disagreement, there should be no action in any 
case, does not reach the difficulty; for in many cases, non-action 
is as important to a society, as action ; and if a majority is required 
for action, the same should be required for declining to act. 

As the Christian church is one, if all its members and branches 
could act in one assembly, it follows, that whatever a majority de- 
termines as proper to be done, should bedone. Either the church 
has no government whatever, or this must be the principle, when 
speaking of governing the church by majorities, it must not be 
forgotten that Christ the King of Zion has not committed the gov- 
ernment of his church to the body of communicants, but entirely 
to church officers, set apart, and ordained to this work. Alli those 
called overseers, rulers, or elders, are persons, sustaining permanent 
offices ; and the people are no further concerned in the government 
of the church, than as they participate in the election of these offi- 
cers. The gospel direction to the people is ‘ obey them that have 
the rule over you.” These rulers, however, are bound to govern 
the church not according to their own will, but according to the 
word of God. To this they cannot add, nor from it diminish one 
iota. They must of necessity judge what this law requires, and 
administer according to their own judgment; but they possess no 
authority to make any new laws for the regulation of the house of 
God; except to adopt such rules as are requisite to carry into effect 
certain general laws of Christ, which require ‘all things to be 
done decently and in order.” 

Different denominations among Christians, and different eccle- 
siastical organizations are, indeed, evidences of the imperfection 
of Christians; and whatever originates in imperfection or error can 
never be pronounced to be absolutely good. But on the supposi- 
tion that this imperfection continues to exist, this separation of 
Christians into different bodies is not an evil, but attended with 
much benefit This is asserted, however, on the principle that by 
these separate denominations, no law of Christ is violated ; if by 
these separate associations the unity of the church is broken, then 
are they evidently unlawful, for we are bound to keep “the unity of 
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the spirit in the bond of peace.” Here an important distinction 
is necessary to the elucidation of the subject. A particular Christ- 
ian sect may adopt terms of communion, or rules of government 
and discipline, unauthorized by the King of Zion, by which all 
who cannot pronounce their shiboleth, must be excluded from their 
communion. They may, for example, deciare that the church of 
Christ is conferred to their body, and that all other Christian denom- 
inations are not only schismatics but heretics, who are out of the 
pale of Christ’s church, and remaining in that state of separation 
cannot be saved ; as all admit, that ordinarily there is no salvation 
for any out of the visible church. Those who separate from such 
a body on account of unchristian rites or unsound doctrines enter- 
tained by her, are guilty of no schism, and are chargeable with no 
act inconsistent with their keeping the unity of the spirit. The 
crime of rending the body of Christ is chargeable to those who 
adopt unchristian rites and ceremonies, or establish an unsound 
creed, and require all to conform. The reformation from popery 
was, therefore, no schismatical separation. The reformers could 
not remain in that corrupt society with a good conscience. Duty 
to God imperatively demanded, that they should come out of Baby- 
lon, and testify against her idolatries and enormous errors. If the 
majority of a church adopt Socinian or Pelagian tenets, such persons 
among them as adhere to the truth as it is in Jesus, cannot with a 
good conscience, remain in such a society, however willing the ma- 
jority be to permit their continuance ; and their separation, so far 
from being schismatical, is really an adherence to the true Catholic 
church, by renouncing and testifying against doctrines fundament- 
ally erroneous, and highly dishonourable tothe Head of the church. 

Again, a Christian denomination may establish terms of commu- 
nion, with which many real Christians cannot comply; and thus 
exclude from the pastures of Christ, his own sheep. By this means 
a schism is made In the body of Christ, but who are the schismatics ? 
Undoubtedly they who thus so narrow the gate of entrance that the 
weaklings of the flock, atleast, cannot gain admission. But sup- 
pose that in the point on which this denomination differs from oth- 
ers they are right, and have the truth on their side; yet if it be no 
fundamental matter, but one on which a real Christian may be sup- 
posed to err, yet still are they pursuing a schismatical course, for 
Christ has not authorized any persons to make the door of entrance 
into his church so narrow, that his own people cannot enter, 
although they may be weak in faith. 

Among Protestants there are two denominations, who thus ex- 
clude all from their communion, who do not come up to a standard 
no where set up in the Holy Scriptures. These are the Baptists 
and the High Church Episcopalians. The Baptists generally 
maintain close communion, rigidly excluding from their commun- 
ion all Christians, however eminent, who have not been immersed 
in adult age. All Baptists are not so sectarian; the celebrated 
Robert Hall wrote a book in favour of free communion. The 
ground commonly assumed by those who deny the communion to 
other Christians, is, that in the order of the gospel ordinances, 
baptism comes before the eucharist, and as they hold that sprinkling 
is no baptism, neither that which has been received in infancy, 
however administered they conclude that they must be right in ex- 
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cluding all unbaptized persons from the communion ; which they 
allege, is the common practice of other denominations. This 
ground Robert Hall ably contests; maintaining with great show of 
reason, that the priority of baptism assumed by the close commu- 
nicants, cannot be established from Scripture ; and that a believer 
who has not yet been baptized, may possess every qualification for 
the eucharist. If, indeed, any one so disregarded the authority of 
Christ as to deny the obligation of Christian baptism, the case would 
be materially changed ; but Pa-do-Baptists acknowledge this, and 
if they thought that they were unbaptized, they would not refuse 
obedience to the Saviour’s command. But on supposition that a 
person should apply to be admitted to the Lord’s supper, who de- 
nied the authority of the church to administer water-baptism—as 
suppose a pious Quaker should be convinced that the command of 
Christ, ‘do this in remembrance of me,’’ was obligatory ; and yet 
was not so far enlightened as to feel that he ought to be baptized, 
and should apply for admission to the sacrament of the body and 
blood of Christ—why should he be prohibited from obeying the com- 
mand, the obligation of which he sees and acknowledges? If a 
weak believer cannot yet see his way clear to attend on one ordi- 
nance, is that a valid reason why he should not be allowed to 
attend on another, the duty of observing which he is convinced of, 
and the benefits of which he is capable of participating? Unless 
all Christians should become Baptists—an event which they fondly 
anticipate, but which is most unlikely in itself—there must be a 
perpetual bar to the communion of saints; although they may ac- 
knowledge each other to be the children of God. Can that doc- 
trine be according to the mind of Christ which excludes his own 
dear people from his church? There is also a grand inconsistency 
here—the Baptists do not hesitate to hold ministerial communion 
with Pedo-Baptist ministers, but admit them into their pulpits, and 
allow their people to attend on their ministry; whereas it is evi- 
dent, that he whois not a member of Christ’s visible church cannot 
bear office in that church. 

The mere preference of episcopacy above presbytery may be a 
mistaken, but is not a schismatical doctrine. Episcopalians and 
Presbyterians may sit down harmoniously at the table of their com- 
mon Lord, and this has often been practised to mutual edification. 
But when it is insisted on, thet there are no true ministers of 
Christ, and no true sacraments in any other church but such as 
have episcopal ordination ; and that all whopretend to preach and 
dispense the sacraments without such ordination, are usurpers of a 
sacred office to which they have no valid claim, and that all their 
administrations are null and void; this doctrine is in the highest 
degree schismatical, cutting off at a single blow, all the branches of 
the Reformed and Protestant churches, on the continent of Europe, 
both Lutherans and Calvinists; and all Presbyterians and Congre- 
gationalists in Great Britain and America. ‘The Lutherans, in the 
north of Europe, do call their superintendents bishops, but they 
have no more derived their oflice from an ancient succession of 
bishops than Presbyterians ; and Ido not know a Lutheran writer, 
who maintains that in the New Testament, there is any foundation 
for a difference between bishops and presbyters; on the contrary, 
their ablest writers have strenuously opposed this opinion. So also 
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the Methodists, in this country, have their bishops ; but it is known 
to all, that their first bishop (Dr. Coke) was ordained, or rather set 
apart to this office by a mere presbyter, or a man who never was @ 
bishop: and this growing sect have no idea of the necessity of 
episcopal ordination to the existence of the minitsry.* And not 
only this, but the largest and most evangelical part of the Episco- 
pal church scout these high church notions as much as we do. 
They admit the validity of presbyterial ordination, and of the sac- 
raments administered by Presbyterians, and dread the progress of 
such exclusive docrines as dangerous and schismatical ; altho’ they 
believe that their own doctrine and order is more scriptural than ours- 

I might mention some others in this country, who exclude all 
from their communion, but their own sect; such are some of the 
Seceders, who go so far in schism, as even to prohibit their people 
from the occasional hearing of ministers of any other denomination. 
How any church will answer to Christ for excluding his own sheep 
and lambs from his own pastures and fountains, I pretend not to 
know; but it would require the strongest proof from holy writ, to 
convince me that it was right. 

Christians, then, may lawfully associate in separate companies,and 
under a peculiar regimen, but they may not exclude any of Christ’s 
disciples from his table and the privileges of his house. 


CATHOLICUS. 





THE GOSPEL MYSTERY OF SANCTIFICATION, 


By the Rev. Wm. Marshall.— Abridged. 
No. II. 


AssERTION 2p.—No man can love God until he knows him, nor till he 
knows him to be his everlasting friend. Therefore the spring of ho- 
liness is a well grounded persuasion of our reconciliation with God, 
of our fulure enjoyment of the heavenly happiness, and that sufficient 
strength will be given us for all that he calls us unto. 


THERE are several qualifications and endowments necessary to 
make up that holy frame and state of the soul, whereby we are en- 
abled to keep the law, and these are necessary not only to our be- 
ginning but to our continuing in godliness. They must therefore 
continue with us through life or we shall come short, and they 
must be before we do any good thing, just as a cause precedes an 
effect. Few understand that any special endowments are needed 
to furnish us for holy action more than for selfish action. The first 
Adam had excellent endowments to enable him for the task of obe- 
dience, and seeing it is grown more difficult, by reason of the op- 
position and temptation it now meets, we who are to imitate Christ, 
have need to be made like Christ. ‘ What king going to war with 
another king, sitteth not down first and consulteth whether he be 
able with 10,000, to meet him that cometh against him with 20,000?” 
and shall we dare to rush into battle against the powers of dark- 
ness, their terrors and allurements, and our own domineering cor- 





*When the Methodists make a bishop, they do not, I believe, ordain the presbyter anew, 
but only elect him to this offiee. 
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ruptions, without considering whether we are spiritually able to 
stand? Yet many do content themselves with such an ability to 
will and to do, as they will have to be universal. It is a hard thing 
to find what this universal ability is, of what it consisteth, by what 
means it is conveyed to us, and how maintained. Bodily agility 
hath spirits, nerves, ligaments and bones to subsist by, but this 
spiritual universal ability seemeth to be some occult quality, of which 
no sufficient account can be given how it is conveyed or how it is 
constituted. There are FOUR ENDOWMENTS, of which a true ability for 
the practice of holiness must necessarily be constituted, and by which 
it must subsist, and be maintained. J. An inclination and propensity 
of heart to the duties of the law. is necessary to enabie us for their im- 
mediate practice. Not sucha blind propensity as brutes have to their 
natural operations, but such an one as is meet for intelligent crea- 
tures, whereby they are by the guidance of reason, prone and bent 
to approve and choose their duty, and are averse to the practice of 
sin. This propensity is rational because it proceeds from a per- 
suasion of the love of God,—(Vide Shorter Catechism, qu. 87.) 
This is contrary to those who out of zeal for obedience, contend so 
earnestly for free will, as necessary and sufficient to enable us to 
perform our duty, when once we are convinced that it 1s our duty: 
—a free will without any bias to good, and which they must ac- 
knowledge is in most men encumbered with an actual bent and 
propensity of the heart altogether to evil. Such a free will as this 
can never free us from slavery to sin and Satan, and therefore it is 
worth nothing, for it is not so free as is necessary to the practice of 
holiness, until it be endued with an inclination and bias thereunto 
—For Ist. The duties of the law are of such a nature that they 
cannot possibly be performed while there is wholly an aversion or 
mere indifference of the heart to them; for the chief of them all is 
to love the Lord with our whole heart, to love every thing in him, 
his will and his ways, and to choose them as good. And we must 
be influenced in all duties by this love; we must delight to do the 
will of God,—it must be sweeter to us than the honeycomb. Ps. xl. 
8, Job xxxili. 2, Ps. Ixiit. 1.—cxix. 20.—xix. 10. And this delight 
must be continued till the end,—the first indeliberate motion of lust 
must be regulated by love to God, and sin must be abhorred, Gal 

v. 17. Ps xxxvi.4. Ifit were true obedience (as some would have 
it) to love our duty only as a market man loveth foul waystoa 
market, or as a sick man loveth an unpleasant potion, or as a slave 
loveth his hard work for fear of a greater evil, then it might be per- 
formed with averseness or want of inclination; but we must love 
holiness as the market man loves gain, as the sick man health and 
pleasant food, and as the slave loves liberty. Love to God must 
flow from a clean heart, 1 Tim. i.5. A heart cleansed from evil 
propensities, and reason tells us that the first motions of lust which 
fall not under our choice cannot be avoided without a fixed desire 
of holiness. 

2d. The image of God wherein Adam was created, Gen. 1. 27, 

Eph. iv. 21, Ecc. vii. 29, consisted in an actual bent of the 
heart to the practice of holiness,—not in a mere power of wiil to 
choose good or evil, for this in itself is only a groundwork whereon 
either the image of God or Satan may be drawn, much less did it 
consist in an indifference to sin and duty, for this is a wicked dis- 
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position in an intelligent creature that knoweth his duty and fitteth us only 
to halt between God and Baal. God set Adam’s soul wholly in a right 
bent, although Adam might aet contrary to it, if he would, as we may be 
persuaded to act contrary to our natural inclinatious. Jesus was born holy, 
Luke i. 35, and can we reasonably hope to arise to the life of holiness from 
which Adam fell, or to be imitators of Christ, if we be not renewed in a 
measure according to the image of God,and enabled with such a righteous 
temper ? 

3d. Original corruption consists ina propensity of the heart to sin, and 

an averseness to holiness. HH we have no such evil propensity, what is the 
law in our members warring against the law of our mind ? Rom. vu. 23. 
How is the tree first corrupt, and then the fruit corrupt? Matt. xii. 33, Hos. 
v. 4, Job xv. 16, Rom. viii. 7. There is also a blindness of understanding 
and other things belonging to original corruption, which conduce: to this 
evil propensity of the will, but yet this propensity itself is the great evil 
and indwelling sin which produceth all actual sins, and must of necessity 
be renewed or restrained by the restoration of the contrary inclination, 
or else we shall be backward and without understanding to every good 
work, and whatever freedom the will hath, it will be employed only in the 
service of sin. 

4th. God restoreth his people to holiness by giving them a new heart and 

taking away the heart of stone, Ezek. xxxvi. 26, 27, and he circumciseth 
their heart to love him with their whole soul. He requireth us to be trans- 
formed in the renewing of mind that we may prove what is his acceptable 
will, Rom. xu. 2, and David prayeth to the same intent that God would 
create in him a clean heart, Ps. li. 10. If any one can judge that this new, 
clean, circumcised heart of flesh, is such an one as hath no actual inelina- 
tion to good, but only a power to choose good or evil, or an indiflerence to 
bath good and evil, it will not be worth my labor to convince such a judg- 
ment, only let him consider whether David could account such a heart clean 
and right when he prayed, Ps. cxix. 36, incline my heart unto thy testi 
montes and not unto covetousness. 

Il. The second necessary requisite for the immediate practice of holiness 
and concurring with the two others following, to work in us a rational pro- 

ensily to good, is that we be well persuaded of our reconciliation with God. 
We must reckon that the breach between God and us, is made up by a firm 
reconciliation to his love and favour; and kerein I include the great benefit 
of justification whereby we are reconciled to Gud. ‘This is a great mys- 
tery to many of the learned, that we must be reconciled to God and justi- 
fied by the remission of our sins and the imputation of righteousness before 
we have rendered any sincere obedience to the law, and that we may be 
enabled to render it. ‘They account that the only way to establish sincere 
obedience is to make it @ condition to be performed betore all actual recon- 
ciliation to God. 1 shall now prove by several arguments that such a 
persuasion is necessary to our being disposed or enabled to obey God, in- 
tending subsequently to show that such a persuasion of his love as God 
gives his people, tends only to holiness, although a wrong way of it may 
be in many an occasion of licentiousness. 

Ist. They who know their natural deadness under the power of sin, and 
that they can do no good work unless God work it in them, John viii. $6, 
Phil. ii. 13, Rom. viii. 7, 8, must in order to be encouraged and rationally 
inclined to holiness, hope that God will work savingly in them. Can such 
a hope be well grounded without a good persuasion of such a reconciliation 
and saving love of God to us, as depends not upon any goodness in our 
works, but is a cause sufficient to produce holy deeds in us? We know that 
our deaduess in sin proceeded from our guilt and the sentence of the law, 
and that spiritual life will never be given us to free us from that dominion, 
except the guilt and curse be removed by actual justification, Gal. iil. 13, 
14, Rom. vi. 14, and this is sufficient to make us despair of living to God 
in holiness, while we apprehend ourselves to be under his wrath, because 
of our sins, Ezek. xxxiii. 10. 
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2. The nature of our duties is such as requires an apprehension of our 
reconciliation with God, and his hearty love and favour towards us, for 
our doing them. ‘The great duty is love to God,—not such a contemplative 
love as philosophers may have to the object of the science, in which they are 
concerned only to please their fancies in the knowledge of them—but a prac- 
tical love, making us willing that God should be absolute Lord and Gover- 
nor over us and all things, that he should dispose of us and all according to 
his pleasure, and He be our only portion. Consider these things, and you 
will perceive that we cannot be in a right frame to do them while we believe 
ourselves under God’s curse. Slavish fear may extort unwilling obedience, 
but love cannot be extorted and forced by fear, but must be won and sweetly 
allured by an apprehension of God’s love toward us, 1 John, iv. 18, 19. 
Consult your own experience, if you have any true love to God, whether it 
were not wrought in you by a sense of God’s love first to you. 

3d. Our conscience must first be purged from dead works, that we may 
serve the living God. This is done by actual remission of sin, procured by 
the blood of Christ and manifested to our consciences, Heb. ix. 14, 15.—x. 
1—22. ‘That conscience whereby we judge ourselves to be under the 
curse, is in Scripture called an evil conscience, though it perform its office 
truly ; because it is caused by sin,and will be the cause of our committing 
more sin. A guilty conscience doth strongly maintain and increase the do- 
minion of sin in us, working most mischievous effects in the soul, even to 
hate God, and to wish there was no God. It disaflecis people towards 
God so that they cannot bear to think or hear of him, and strive to put him 
out of their minds by fleshly pleasures and worldly employments. It pro- 
duceth zeal in outward acts of relivion,—false religion also, idolatry and 
superstition, I have often considered by what manner of working any sin 
could effectually destroy the image of God in the first man, and I conclude 
it now by working an evil conscience in him, whereby he judged that the 
just God was against him and had cursed him for that one sin, and this was 
enough to turn away bis love wholly from God to the creature, and a de- 
sire to be hidden from his presence. If the guilt of any ordinary sin lie on 
the conscience, it will make the soul wish secretly that there were no God 
or that he were not just; this isa secret cursing of God, and is the inevi- 
table consequence of a sense of guilt. 

4th. God hath abundantly discovered to us in his word that his method 
of bringing men to holiness is to make them know he loves them, and that 
their sins are blotted out. By commanding them to offer the sin offering 
before the burnt offering, he minded them of the necessity of purging away 
their sins first that their offering might be acceptable, Lev. v. 8—16.—uil. 
11. And lest notwithstanding all their particular expiations, the quilt of 
their sins should pollute their services, he was pleased to appoint a general 
atonement for all their sins one dav every year, when the scape goat was 
“to bear upon him all their iniquities into a land not inhabited,” Lev. xvi. 
22,24. Under the New Testament he employed the same method,—he 
exhorteth us to obey him because he hath already loved us and pardoned 
our sins, Eph. iv. 32.—v. 1,2. 1 John ii. 12,15. We may clearly see by 
this that God condescendeth to take wonderful care, in providing plentiful 
means that his people might first be cleansed from guilt, and reconciled, to 
fii them for an acceptable and holy service. 

Il. The third requisite necessary to enable us to practice holiness is that 
we be persuaded of our future enjoyment of everlasting me earns This 
must precede righteous obedience as a cause disposing and alluring us to it. 
Some think that a persuasion of our own future happiness before we have 
persevered in sincere obedience, tends to licentiousness, and that the way to 
excite men to do good works, is ‘o make them a condition necessary for pro- 
curing a hope of future happiness. Others condemn all works to which we 
are stirred up by the hope of heaven, as legal mercenary, flowing from self 
love, and not from pure love to God, and they figure out sincere godliness 
by a man bearing fire in one hand to burn up heaven, and water in the other 
to quench hell, intimating that the true service of God must not proceed at 
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all from the hope of reward or fear of punishment, but only from love. ‘To 
establish) the truth asserted, [ propose these considerations : 

Ist. The nature of the duties of the law is such that they cannot be sin- 
cerely and universally practised if we have not this persuasion. Suppose 
a Sadducee believing no happiness after this life, can he love God with all 
his soul? Will he not rather think it reasonable to lessen his love to God, 
lest he be over much troubled to part with him at death? Cansuch an one 
be satisfied with the enjoyment of God as his happiness? Will he not ra- 
ther account the enjoyment of God and all religious duties vanities as well 
as other things, by which in a little tiine he shall have no more benefit than 
if they had never been? How can such an one be willing to lay down his 
lite for God’s sake, when by his death he must part with God? How can 
he willingly choose affliction rather than sin, when he shall be more misera- 
ble in this life for it, and not at all happy hereafter. If afflictions come un- 
avoidably upon such a person, he may reasonably judge that patience is 
better for him than impatience, but it will fret him that he is forced to the 
use of such a virtue, and he will be prone to murmur against his Creator, 
and to wish he never had been born. How uulikely is it that with such a 
belief he will love God; and he that will burn up heaven and quench hell, 
that he may serve God not of pure love, doth leave himself little better fur- 
nished for holy obedience than the Sadducee. 

2d. ‘The scripture doth abundantly show that God ordinarily makes use 
of the sure hope of heaven as an encouragement to obedience. Christ the 
great pattern of holiness, for the joy set before him, endured the cross, Heb. 
xii. 2. ‘To preserve him in innocence, Adam had present enjoyment which 
he knew would last while he continued obedient, or be changed into a bet- 
ter happiness. ‘The apostles did not faint under affliction because they knew 
it wrought for them a far more exceeding aud eternal weight of glory, 2 
Cor, iv. 16,17. The believing Hebrews took joyfully the spoiling of their 
goods, knowing they had in heaven a better and an enduring substance, 
Heb. x. $4. See also 1 Cor. xv. 58. Heb. vi. 11,12. 1Johniii.$. Those 
that think it below the excelleney of their love to work for such a reward, 
do thereby advance their love above the love of the apostles, and the pri- 
mitive saints, and even of Christ himself. 

8. This persuasion of future enjoyment of everlasting life, cannot tend 
to licentiousness, unless we are ignorant that perfect holiness is a necessa- 
ry part of heavenly happiness, and that though we have a title to it, by 
free justification and adoption, yet we must go to the possession of it in 
the way of h.liness, 1. John ii. 1—3. This persuasion is not legal, for it is 
not gotten by works, but by free grace through fa:th, Gal. v. 5, and if it 
be from self-love, it is not from that carnal self-love which the Scripture 
condemns as the mother ofall sinfulness; 2 Tim. iii. 2, but a holy self-love, 
inclining us to prefer God above all things,—such a seif-love as God di- 
rects us unto, when he exhorts us to save ourselves, Acts ii. 40, 41; 1 
Tim. xi. 16; and which brings us to the love of God. The more good 
we apprehend God will be to us for eternity, doubtless the more lovely he 
will appear, and our affections will be the more inflamed towards him. God 
will not be loved, as a barren wilderness, or a land of darkness, nor wiil he 
be served for naught, Jer. il. 31, Is. xiv. 19. He would think it a dishonor 
for him to be owned by us as our God, if he had not prepared for us a city, 
Heb. xi. 16. He draweth us to love him with the cords of a man, such 
cords as the love of man is drawn bv, even by his own love to us, in laying 
his benefits before us, Hos. xi 4. ‘Therefore the way to keep ourselves in 
the love of God, is to look for his mercy unto eternal life, Jude 21. 


[To be continued. ] 
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